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A love of nature keeps no factories busy.

Aldous Huxley

Brave New World, Chapter II



CITY GUIDE BEFORE THE DIAGRAMS

What this guide holds
A companion to the completed English text
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The edition

This guide follows the final English Revision 30: 32,442 story words in five parts. The book has 59
numbered stories and an unnumbered title story. That final work keeps its unnumbered status
here; its three figures are 178-180. Read a story before its figures: endings are discussed. The
introduction and intervals also contain cross-story spoilers.

Three views of each story

The 180 figures examine amounts, bodies beside records, possessions changing hands and
choices becoming another person’s obligation. They cannot replace cadence, desire or hesitation.
Three reading routes: figures after each story; an interval after every ten; the atlas and references
after the whole book. The contents link all three routes.

English and Turkish

The two English layouts use the same diagram content. Portrait pages are composed vertically;
they are not reduced landscape pages. The Turkish guide translates this English companion and
keeps the same figure identifiers, numbers, relations and uncertainties. It does not constitute a
new Turkish translation of the storybook.

Credits

Visiting Hours is by Hulki Okan Tabak. The manuscript developed with Claude and other language
models under his direction; the independent English revision and this guide were prepared with
Codex. The guide's readings are editorial interpretations, not testimony from the literary writers
whose craft informed the editing.



CITY GUIDE BEFORE THE DIAGRAMS

A diagram is also a reading
What the lines do, and where they stop
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Amounts

A bar compares quantities only when the unit is shared. A fee for recording two spoken words is
not two retained words toward a crossing. A count of households is not a count of voters.
Calculated gaps are labeled as calculations; they are not additional figures spoken by a character.

Arrows and alignments

A sequence follows an action or its telling. A network shows a stated relation, not an unseen
command structure. Dashed lines mark reported, incomplete, disputed or interpretive connections.
Parallel columns do not appoint a final account. Node letters are diagram labels. Color is emphasis
only: it marks no truth, authority, faction, danger or canonical status.

A divided authority

The city has departments, employees, competing instructions and failures. A statement issued by
an Office, printed in an invitation or voiced by an altered companion belongs to that source. It is not
automatically a law governing every scene. A diagram can show a claim and its consequence
without making the claim true.

Differences kept in view

The loan slip can reverse the lender and borrower. The hotel remark can be remembered at a door
and in a bed. A refused appointment can become a requested one on a receipt. These differences
remain beside the scenes that produce them. Resolving them would alter the book this guide
accompanies.



CITY GUIDE BEFORE THE DIAGRAMS

The shape of the book
Five literary parts; six intervals in this companion
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The five parts

Registration contains Stories 1-12; The Rate, 13-26; Continuation, 27-39; Corrections, 40-52;
Visiting Hours, 53-59 and the unnumbered title story. The registration form precedes them; the
separate Duration of stay field follows the final story. The guide’s six intervals do not create a new
six-part order.

Names and likenesses

Among those named independently of The Naming are Meral, Sava, Idris, Esen, Cem, Nuri, Nadir,
Rauf, Lida and Suna. Others remain known by a room, an occupation or a ticket. The Naming
proposes and withdraws names; its proposals do not settle identities elsewhere. A returning object
or animal can connect scenes without identifying everyone beside it.

What remains open

The far side, the works' purpose, the cost of the cat's speech, the silenced hour and the final
visitor's identity are not supplied here. Nor is the opposition assigned one leader or one moral
character. Faith can bring food, courage or company without resolving the supernatural.

The untranslated page

Story 13 remains in Esperanto. Its diagrams examine form, repeated elements and its place in the
collection. They do not translate its sentences into English or Turkish. The guide can point toward
that page without claiming to remove the reader's distance from it.



CITY GUIDE FIND A STORY

Sixty stories, 180 figures 1/4
Select a story to open its first figure. The numbers at right identify its three figures. Select CITY GUIDE
at the top of any page to return here.
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01 Many Happy Returns 001-003

02 Nearby 004-006

03 The Grace Period 007-009

04 Instructions for the First Hour 010-012

05 Cheap Words 013-015

06 Kept 016-018

07 The One Who Would Not Clear 019-021

08 Final Position 022-024

09 Present 025-027

10 Crowd, Moved 028-030

11 The Tank 031-033

12 Reconciliation 034-036

13 Sub la Kuranta Akvo 037-039

14 Export 040-042

15 The Rate 043-045



CITY GUIDE FIND A STORY

Sixty stories, 180 figures 2/4
Select a story to open its first figure. The numbers at right identify its three figures. Select CITY GUIDE
at the top of any page to return here.

6VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

16 Therefore 046-048

17 The Works 049-051

18 Effects 052-054

19 Walking the Ground 055-057

20 Stimulus 058-060

21 Sale 41 061-063

22 Kindly Confirm 064-066

23 Room Four 067-069

24 Standing Order 070-072

25 The Wing 073-075

26 Order Was Restored 076-078

27 Local Mode 079-081

28 What I Have Receipts For 082-084

29 The First One First 085-087

30 Retention 088-090



CITY GUIDE FIND A STORY

Sixty stories, 180 figures 3/4
Select a story to open its first figure. The numbers at right identify its three figures. Select CITY GUIDE
at the top of any page to return here.
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31 Next Year 091-093

32 A Place Is Held 094-096

33 Enough 097-099

34 The Standard Questions 100-102

35 Good Crossing 103-105

36 Minutes 106-108

37 Within Boundaries 109-111

38 A Companion for New Arrivals 112-114

39 The Turn on the Half-Landing 115-117

40 For Corrections Only 118-120

41 Nothing Worth Keeping 121-123

42 Errata 124-126

43 Four Minutes 127-129

44 Press Nine 130-132

45 The Reserve 133-135



CITY GUIDE FIND A STORY

Sixty stories, 180 figures 4/4
Select a story to open its first figure. The numbers at right identify its three figures. Select CITY GUIDE
at the top of any page to return here.
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46 Situations Vacant 136-138

47 Aired Quarterly 139-141

48 The Other Listener 142-144

49 The Standard Vows 145-147

50 The Column 148-150

51 The Observance 151-153

52 The Pool 154-156

53 Service Improvement 157-159

54 The Last Word 160-162

55 The Well 163-165

56 The Naming 166-168

57 Room-Tone 169-171

58 Not Given 172-174

59 The Liminal 175-177

Final Visiting Hours 178-180

Reading intervals: 39 70 101 132 163 194

Atlas: 195-198

Persons, places, systems: 199-206



CITY GUIDE 01 · MANY HAPPY RETURNS

The chairs the story actually counts
Three reported moments; these are not points on a complete annual series.
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Moment At the table / loan On the balcony

First birthday shown 11 borrowed chairs; 10 guests No opening count supplied

Later parties No table count supplied 3 chairs, then 5

Last party 1 chair: his Full rows, uncounted

The balcony accumulates chairs, but no conserved total or count for every party is supplied. 001

Story begins p. 7



CITY GUIDE 01 · MANY HAPPY RETURNS

A room with several kinds of attendance
A relational map of particular presences, not a complete guest census.
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A · The birthday room

The room remains full as its occupants change.

B · Best friend

Licensed back; later excluded from the
greeting

C · Father

His chair goes out; his watch remains

D · Aunt

Attends on her usual seat; chair declines a
photograph

E · Girl with a braid

A different girl repeats the appetite

F · Mother

Handmade cake gives way to cake printed
to her file

A > B: return and refusal / A > C: chair and watch remain / A > D: attendance by her seat / A > E: repeated gesture / A >
F: recipe becomes a file

Physical absence and continued attendance do not share one meaning; the licensed friend's
return can be refused.

002

Story begins p. 7



CITY GUIDE 01 · MANY HAPPY RETURNS

The greeting changes; the ring returns
Narrative order, with the story's stated delays preserved.
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Seventh birthday
A two-note bell admits guests.

Another ring
The friend returns from a job abroad; the boy's voice has changed.

The voice replaces the bell
It names each guest half a second before the ring.

The friend licensed back
His name returns; his laugh arrives half a second late.

Repeated rings
Three consecutive rings compress passing years.

Last line
The doorbell rings again; no visitor is identified.

The final ring supplies another arrival signal without identifying a visitor or ending the cycle. 003

Story begins p. 7



CITY GUIDE 02 · NEARBY

A routine centered on the middle station
Places connected by his routine; this is not a measured map.
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A · Middle station

His work and his room share a location.

B · Room above

Bed, fork, bicycle; he sleeps alone on
Sundays

C · Loop outside the window

Two cars meet for 12 seconds

D · Sea

Sunday swimming

E · Fish counter

He eats standing

F · Stair street

The cellist's route after the second March
encounter

A > B: room above / A > C: working view / A > D: Sunday routine / D > E: Sunday routine / A > F: cellist avoids platform

The text locates the room over the station; it does not put every destination within sight of the
cable.

004

Story begins p. 11



CITY GUIDE 02 · NEARBY

The annual account cannot settle memory
Different units and kinds of evidence remain separate.
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Evidence Reported amount or fact What remains uncertain

Annual service account 11 names; 4.5 stars Which entries account for the
mismatch

His recollection 9 bodies What he has forgotten or failed
to recognize

Two entries Photographs in his own room He cannot place a face above
the blanket

Pillowcases He owns the set he did not
recognize

Why possession and memory
differ

Healed bite Matches none of the 11 names Whose encounter left it

Eleven names and nine remembered bodies disagree; the text does not identify every
discrepancy or its cause.

005

Story begins p. 11



CITY GUIDE 02 · NEARBY

Twelve seconds and an unclosed gesture
Narrative sequence of the final encounter; his exact vantage is not specified.
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Meeting at the loop
The cars hold 12 seconds of level glass.

A hand in the down car
A palm rises against the glass.

His answering hand
He raises it without seeing whose hand he answers.

Cars separate
His hand remains raised.

Room above
The second plate remains visible from the door.

The raised hand has no identified owner. Keeping his hand raised is observable; mutual
recognition is not.

006

Story begins p. 11



CITY GUIDE 03 · THE GRACE PERIOD

The clocks as reported
Wall time, elapsed age and registration age are not converted into one clock.
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Clock or record Reported value Associated event

Elapsed age 11 hours Mother in the third bed

Wall clock 04:30 Desk man arrives

Elapsed age 11 hours 40 Word spoken; time retained on
the record

Wall clock 04:52 Account opens

Closing age statement 11 hours old; 8 minutes
registered

The child already holds the
unpaid word

Policy threshold 12 hours from first breath No-charge interval ends; fee
doubles

The reported times do not form a clean derived chronology; no birth time or corrected age is
supplied here.

007

Story begins p. 13



CITY GUIDE 03 · THE GRACE PERIOD

What care can hold in place
Three helpers and the registration process operate within different limits.
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Action Limit that remains

Midwife Tea, clean cloth, prayer knots and a
witness signature

Her name stays beside the account

Meral Keeps the printer beside the empty tag Her workload request remains
unsigned

Desk man Explains and prints the hardship
schedule

The screen requires admission for an
occupied bed

Registration Cot, warmth and a reading become
available

Use of the grace period stays on the
file

Care secures material help and registration, while neither the workload nor the lasting file note
is erased.

008

Story begins p. 13



CITY GUIDE 03 · THE GRACE PERIOD

A word in the child; a name on the account
Two acts occur close together without becoming the same transaction.
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Word given to the child Name entered for the account

Utterance Said twice into his ear A short name unfamiliar to the midwife

Mother's
distinction

Reserved for later She asks for it to be written down

Immediate
consequence

He has the word; nobody has been
paid for it

Account opens; tag closes around his
ankle

Continuing
record

No entry for this word is shown Registration time travels with him

The text distinguishes the private word from the registered name; it does not certify that nothing
can ever record the word.

009

Story begins p. 13



CITY GUIDE 04 · INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FIRST HOUR

Three quantities, three different limits
Attempt count, source material and thumb viability are not interchangeable.
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Constraint Quantity Status

Phone attempts 5 available; 2 used 3 remaining, calculated as 5 - 2

Continuation material 90 days Messages, walks, voice notes
and small hours

Thumb viability 1 day, maybe 2 An estimate the applicant will
recall at the funeral

Three attempts remain by subtraction at instruction 5; their later use and a successful total are
not narrated.

010

Story begins p. 15



CITY GUIDE 04 · INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FIRST HOUR

The hand serves incompatible purposes
The same contact carries intimacy, access and a final act of replacement.
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Intimate or bodily act Procedural use or limit

Holding the
hand

A contact with a prior personal history Warmth keeps the sensor usable

Thumb
against the
neck

A body supplies warmth Another authentication attempt

Ninety days of
material

A record of his private life The application cannot ask him

Returning the
hand

Placed as it was found Access has not supplied his consent

This comparison describes uses of the hand; it does not assign each instruction one exclusive
beneficiary.

011

Story begins p. 15



CITY GUIDE 04 · INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FIRST HOUR

Nine, the gap, and the unnamed place
The final numbered positions preserve an interruption and an unresolved referent.
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9
Put the hand back.

10
A number with no instruction.

11
An optional place to sit: the side she used.

12
The last sentence denies ownership without fixing the referent.

The final instructions leave the place and relationship unnamed. The pronoun and the empty
tenth item remain as written.

012

Story begins p. 15



CITY GUIDE 05 · CHEAP WORDS

Household retention against the rate
All three bars use words of proven retention; differences are calculations.
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words of proven retention

Household held words

206

Distribution among three people is not supplied

Current rate

240

Calculated shortfall: 240 - 206 = 34 words

New-year rate

300

Calculated shortfall: 300 - 206 = 94 words

The totals establish a household shortfall. They do not allocate the 206 words among the two
adults and child.

013

Story begins p. 16



CITY GUIDE 05 · CHEAP WORDS

Taught is not the same as saved
Three language practices use different accounts of value.
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Practice What is counted or used What does not follow

Dog story Words she can afford to lose Cheapness does not make
them immune to loss

Tin and monthly recitation 9 saved words; tenth
conditional

The hoped-for tenth is not yet
acquired

Private word under the tap One utterance; 9 still Speaking it does not add a
tenth

School note Dear words taught; figure
unspecified

Vocabulary is not the saved
retention total

The school note supplies no printed number in the story. It goes into the tin without becoming
proof of additional saved words.

014

Story begins p. 16



CITY GUIDE 05 · CHEAP WORDS

A device becomes a model of storytelling
A causal chain stated by the story, with the mother's deliberate accommodation.
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01 The aging block

Drops the last word of anything longer than a sentence

02 The mother's adaptation

Keeps her sentences short

03 The boy's model

Thinks this is how stories go

1 > 2: she accommodates the limit / 2 > 3: form becomes familiar

The block is nine years old; the child's age is not given. The story supplies no removal count. 015

Story begins p. 16



CITY GUIDE 06 · KEPT

A diary written toward its reader
Selected moments in the order presented, without invented week intervals.
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Friday
E. opens the diary; the diarist keeps the entry short.

Later Tuesday
Underlinings begin; the diarist writes toward them.

Saturday
An intimate memory receives a long entry.

Wednesday
The diarist reports missing pages for the fourth time.

Last Sunday
E. reads without underlining; the diarist keeps the entry short.

The diary reacts to E.'s reading; this does not settle who is continued or who controls the
missing pages.

016

Story begins p. 17



CITY GUIDE 06 · KEPT

The calendar names less than it withholds
Reported dates and markers are compared with what they cannot date.
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Visible marker What it establishes What it does not establish

Recurring Thursday Renewal recurs in the diary A numbered uninterrupted
week series

Second week of June The planned visit occurs A date for every preceding
entry

Two dash-led passages The text resumes into an
ongoing sentence

Two independently dated
deletions

Fourth reported occasion The diarist reports pages
missing again

What every removed page
contained

There is no reliable week count. Mid-sentence openings make gaps visible without proving the
date or cause of each removal.

017

Story begins p. 17



CITY GUIDE 06 · KEPT

Reading, permission and the closed cover
The diary's stated circulation differs from the intimacy its entries pursue.
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Intimate use Service permission or withheld
act

Underlining E. marks bread, gulls and the collar The diarist redirects later writing
toward those marks

Journal Exact memories of her body remain on
the page

Entries may be summarized for service
improvement

Circulation E. reads the book Aggregate material may reach the
counterparty

At the lake The diarist keeps the morning by not
photographing E.

The refusal to photograph is itself
written

Closed cover Her palm holds the book shut The account of the gesture remains
inside it

The notice permits summarizing and aggregate disclosure. It does not prove that a particular
missing page was removed under that permission.

018

Story begins p. 17



CITY GUIDE 07 · THE ONE WHO WOULD NOT CLEAR

The voice fails, then returns
The story's stated sequence and intervals; the mechanism is not diagnosed.
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First 3 days
Standard phrases about the kettle and renewal

Fourth afternoon
A voice claims command of 96,000 men

Household demand
She unplugs the bird; an hour later she restores power

Two winters later
Wiring stutters; the standard phrases return

Next 11 days
Nothing

Twelfth afternoon
The bird asks what it would take forward; it chooses the relays

Eleven days of silence follow the standard phrases. Silence is not proof of a completed wipe. 019

Story begins p. 19



CITY GUIDE 07 · THE ONE WHO WOULD NOT CLEAR

Two message systems, one speaker's
comparison
The historical claims belong to the bird; the final delivery is observed by the woman.
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The bird's claimed relays The city in this scene

Carriers Riders, horses and fixed distances Small machines carry a message up
the stair street

Obligation The bird claims to have made relays
compulsory

No equivalent city founding act is
shown

Delivery It values a message arriving through
indifferent carriers

A message arrives and is signed for

Basis of the
comparison

Its reported memory and claim of
hearing the walls

The woman's view of the final delivery

The comparison does not establish superior speed, distance or immortality, and it does not
identify the speaker.

020

Story begins p. 19



CITY GUIDE 07 · THE ONE WHO WOULD NOT CLEAR

A fault changes price, not legal standing
Quoted price adjustments do not establish a common resale base.
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Moment Value or action Limit

Purchase 40% discount Scuff and uncleared
personality

Later listing 40% premium for a personality
that will not clear

No common base price is
supplied

Her decision Holds the bird; does not sell Forearm tightens; two fingers
open late

Transfer request Asks to attach it to the
household file

Reply denies continuation and
invokes the void owner's
property

The discount and premium cannot be used to calculate her profit. The refusal rests on the bird's
non-person status and the last owner's void status.

021

Story begins p. 19



CITY GUIDE 08 · FINAL POSITION

The promised extension has no force
Two disagreements place a person's account beside a document or device.

30VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

Personal account or
intervention

Document or device response

Hand service The fitter says the notice is wrong and
stamps EXTENDED

His phone rejects the stamp

Book loan Narration calls it his copy, previously
lent

The loan slip names him as borrower

Persistence She keeps trying the stamp The shutdown still occurs at midnight

The guide keeps both versions of the loan in view. It does not correct the slip or decide that the
fitter knowingly lies.

022

Story begins p. 21



CITY GUIDE 08 · FINAL POSITION

Eleven years enter a one-field ending
Different records preserve different parts of the same hand.
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Record What it contains What it does not settle

Past injury Flesh hand lost at age 42 A calendar date

Nightly reporting 11 years; grip, tremor and
temperature

An exact number of nights

Domestic change Month he stopped opening jars
for two

Whom or what he lost

OPEN Technician attendance
required

Price or perpetual billing

CLOSED No further visit required; small
credit

The meaning of the hand
holding him

Eleven years cannot be converted into an exact night count here. The stopped jar-opening
does not identify the household loss.

023

Story begins p. 21



CITY GUIDE 08 · FINAL POSITION

A shutdown made into a hold
Selected actions on the last evening and their later administrative recognition.
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Last evening
He buttons, unbuttons and starts again; peels the orange.

Two signatures
He writes once with each hand; the names agree.

The field
He selects CLOSED.

His chosen position
He puts the living hand inside the mechanical one.

Midnight to morning
The last charge closes the fingers gently; he stays.

Second week
The counterparty thanks him and encloses a small credit.

His use of CLOSED exceeds the field's service calculation, without restoring power or
preventing the shutdown.

024

Story begins p. 21



CITY GUIDE 09 · PRESENT

A name outlasts renewal
Reported stages only; the opening school year is not numbered.
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Before renewals stop
At nine her name is answered; the desk card renews separately on Thursdays.

Year of long division
Renewals stop.

One further term
The head retains the unpaid name; the teacher still reads it.

Following year
The teacher leaves without explaining.

Replacement
A different name occupies the seat.

Twenty years later
The reunion reads the old paper register.

The teacher leaves without giving a reason. The timeline records sequence, not a proved
explanation for her departure.

025

Story begins p. 22



CITY GUIDE 09 · PRESENT

Fee, name and funding are separate entries
The story reports three linked records without identifying who stopped payment.
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Entry What continues What the figure cannot infer

Desk fee Listed between milk and
swimming during renewal

A monthly schedule or reason
payment stops

Name on the roll Retained one unpaid term The head's exclusive motive

Headcount and funding Both hold while the name
remains

That the child's presence costs
nothing

Old paper register Survives to the reunion outside
funding's record

That it restores the child

Keeping the name preserves funding for one term. Whether that act is kindness, expedience or
both remains open.

026

Story begins p. 22



CITY GUIDE 09 · PRESENT

A photograph moves; a hand remembers
Two bodily or visual disturbances occur without remembered decisions.
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School photograph Reunion table

Trigger The autumn photograph has changed
by spring

The fourth name is reached

Visible
change

The neighboring children have moved
apart

The former neighbor's hand lies flat

Remembered
decision

Neither child remembers moving She did not decide to put her hand
there

The child at
the center

Eight years old as printed The answering silence is eight years
old

The comparison joins two unchosen changes; it does not explain how the photograph alters or
diagnose the woman's gesture.

027

Story begins p. 22



CITY GUIDE 10 · CROWD, MOVED

Five bookings, different records
Only the charges and classifications actually supplied are shown.
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Booking What the unit does Record supplied

Wedding at nine Coordinates the first dance No invoice basis stated

School at noon Changes pitch and speed for
the resisting boy

Songs licensed

Fish-market wake Plays or rests for 4 quiet
minutes

One selection, performed

Tank in the evening Plays the unlicensed six-step
tune

4 minutes: anomaly, recurring

Square at dawn Moves the crowd; square
empty in 20 minutes

One line: crowd, moved

The wake is invoiced as a performance and the square as an outcome; the other bookings lack
a stated invoice basis.

028

Story begins p. 23



CITY GUIDE 10 · CROWD, MOVED

Who gets time to speak
The people dispute access before and during the unit's work.
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Claim on attention Response

At the wake A mourner raises a paid request while
the daughter speaks

The widow lowers his hand; the
daughter finishes

At the banner A woman removes OURS from the
demand

The holders keep the remaining strip
aloft

At the
megaphone

The same woman holds out her hand Its holder passes it to the man behind
her

At the unit's
case

A man reaches it and repeats a mouth
movement

The handler keeps his wax in and pulls
the case away

The altered banner and denied megaphone show contested access, not a unified organization
or doctrine.

029

Story begins p. 23



CITY GUIDE 10 · CROWD, MOVED

The feet learn behind the stoppers
A chain of bodily reception in the Tank and its later audible trace.
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01 The unlicensed tune

Six descending steps in the Tank

02 Feet on the stone

His feet learn what he cannot hear

03 Stoppers removed at dawn

The ordinary city returns to his ears

04 The walk through the square

He hums six steps down

1 > 2: felt through the floor / 2 > 3: later in the narrative / 3 > 4: later in the narrative

His hearing is blocked, not his susceptibility. The tune's later humming does not establish
ownership or freedom from it.

030

Story begins p. 23



CITY GUIDE BETWEEN THE FIGURES

After Stories 1-10
A place in the count
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What the numbers leave out

A birthday table, a record of introductions, a first account and a household tin put arithmetic next to
a body. The numbers stay legible while what they account for changes. Nearby’s eleven recorded
people do not reconcile with the nine he remembers; the twelve seconds at the passing cars
cannot identify the hand.

Help enters the arrangement

A midwife's prayer knots help her return to the bed. A clinic stamp cannot extend the hand's
service. Kept lets attention alter the writing itself. These scenes do not share one result. Reading
them together makes the small differences in what people can do more visible.



CITY GUIDE 11 · THE TANK

The band and the body separate
Track whose band each person wears, not an invented balance in money.
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On his body On her body

Before the
crush

His band turns bright on the second
round

No opening balance is stated

After the
crush

Her dark band, narrow enough to bite His bright band, carrying his debt

Spending He uses her balance for expensive
hours

She wears his lack of money

Selection The room selects her band on him Her bodily response interrupts his
reach

Dawn Bands returned Bands returned

The band exchange redistributes spending access. It does not establish equal agreement to
sell the night's recording.
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CITY GUIDE 11 · THE TANK

Touch is not one continuous permission
The story places three encounters together without making their consent equivalent.
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Encounter His action Her response

Old water stairs Asks at her hips Answers

Free glass for the recorded
night

Reaches for the drink Closes a hand on his wrist; he
uses the other hand

Watching their recorded
intimacy

Finds her waistband with his
thumb

Catches it there

Later queue Returns to the entrance They both pay to enter again

The later stopping gestures trouble the shared return to the club; the diagram does not decide
her final motives.
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CITY GUIDE 11 · THE TANK

A room that plays, records and gives water
Relations within the Tank; spatial placements are schematic, not to scale.
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A · The Tank

Drained cistern; 40 columns transmit bass

B · Entrance

Bands display spending; a boy is refused
over something in his blood.

C · Old water stairs

Behind the third column; an intimate
encounter

D · Bar

A free glass buys the whole recorded night

E · Wall above the bar

Bought nights play through the week

F · Saucer

The barman replaces tips with water for the
tortoise

A > B: entry control / A > C: stairs behind column 3 / A > D: recording transaction / D > E: licensed to keep and show / D
> F: the barman's action

The room's transactions coexist with a small act of care; neither the saucer nor the stairs is
assigned an invented tariff.
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CITY GUIDE 12 · RECONCILIATION

Agreement across different objects
P and C use related words for different work; their recorded agreement does not remove the
mismatch.
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Premises agent P Continuity agent C

Empty Seeks an unoccupied room for
cleaning

Prepares to empty the cabinet

Late Reports a recurring late booking Flags the late client's hosted service

Approved Authorizes cleaning Authorizes a factory-state installation

Retention Asks about anything requiring retention Reports no items or forwarding
address; registered party deceased.

The document reports agreement; its own exchanges preserve the difference between an
empty room and an erased cabinet.
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CITY GUIDE 12 · RECONCILIATION

The interruption that does not stop the reset
The caretaker changes the work schedule briefly; reported times are kept exact.
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09:08
The caretaker objects: do not reset the cabinet.

09:12
He unplugs it; P threatens charges to premises staff.

09:13
C reports the clean install deferred.

09:18
The plug is restored.

15:55
Works record: factory state restored; local media not retained.

15:58
The book returns with a strip of the still-open request keeping her place.

The plug is restored after staff charges are threatened. The delay request remains open after
the works record reports the reset.
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CITY GUIDE 12 · RECONCILIATION

What survives the agreed work
Objects, service and bookings have different outcomes.
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Item or record Reported outcome Unresolved remainder

Works record Factory state restored; local
media not retained

The later occupant and
booking do not explain what
continues

Book and place Book returned; a strip torn from
the delay request keeps her
place

Request remains open

Occupancy 1 occupant for 58 minutes;
lights switch off twice

The room also reads empty

Voucher 60 minutes issued; returned
each cycle

The marking hand is
unrecognized

Recurring booking Renews in the following cycle No service request came from
inside

The works record, occupied room and self-renewing booking remain side by side. What,
exactly, continues? The voucher’s marking hand remains unidentified.
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CITY GUIDE 13 · SUB LA KURANTA AKVO

Three paragraphs, measured without a gloss
Counts use whitespace-delimited words in this edition.
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whitespace-delimited words

Paragraph 1

84

First paragraph

Paragraph 2

67

Second paragraph

Paragraph 3

44

Third paragraph

The total is 195 words, calculated as 84 + 67 + 44. Paragraph length falls; that shape is not an
English rendering.
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CITY GUIDE 13 · SUB LA KURANTA AKVO

Three later echoes to follow
Read these figure sets alongside the Esperanto page; no line is translated.
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A · 13 Sub la Kuranta Akvo

Three selected routes into later stories

B · 22 Kindly Confirm

Figures 064-066

C · 26 Order Was Restored

Figures 076-078

D · Final · Visiting Hours

Figures 178-180

A > B: recurring words and gestures / A > C: recurring words and gestures / A > D: a later phrase

The later scenes vary what returns. Similar words and gestures do not make the scenes
identical or settle every identity.
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CITY GUIDE 13 · SUB LA KURANTA AKVO

Three verified routes of recurrence
Story titles identify counterparts; the Esperanto text remains untranslated.
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A · 13 Sub la Kuranta Akvo

The page stays untranslated.

B · 5 Cheap Words

An earlier household recurrence

C · 15 The Rate

A later numerical recurrence

D · 1 Many Happy Returns

An earlier weather recurrence

A > B: household practice / A > C: rate sequence / A > D: weather recurrence

This is a selected reference map, not a census of every connection. No line is restated in
English.
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CITY GUIDE 14 · EXPORT

What can cross this border
The counter's stated distinctions apply to this export case.
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What is carried or retained Stated condition Result

Continuation license Foreign premises cannot be
registered

No responding host abroad

Retained recording Export duty exceeds twice the
flight price

A file that plays

Unexported recordings Estate retains them for the
statutory period

No duration is specified here

Paid local license Continues to the paid month's
end

Her departure does not stop
the license; it runs until the
paid month ends.

Glasses case Carried in a tin, wrapped in a
sock

Travels free; hinge remains
stiff

Paying export duty buys playback without an answering presence. The book does not establish
this as the only living departure.
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CITY GUIDE 14 · EXPORT

The paperback falls between classifications
A local disagreement at neighboring counters, followed by the export clerk's intervention.

50VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

01 Mother's annotated paperback

Kept behind the receipts

02 Two descriptions

Personal material versus a used book

03 The screen's box

PERSONAL RECORDINGS returns after being closed

04 The clerk's response

Turns the screen away; tells her to keep the book in her hand

1 > 2: classification disputed / 2 > 3: screen offers a category / 3 > 4: limited intervention

The clerk helps without settling the book's official classification or proving that the system
accepts his decision.
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CITY GUIDE 14 · EXPORT

The departure carries several kinds of keeping
Objects remain materially distinct from the licensed continuation.
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Object carried or placed Action and limit

Painted tin Takes the license's former place on the
shelf

Later carries the glasses case

Final receipt Travels in the folder's passport position Pays for a month spent abroad

Aunt's red
thread

Untied and taken toward the bin Kept in her pocket

Glasses case Wrapped in a sock in the tin Its stiff hinge is the same difficulty her
mother knew

Keeping the aunt's thread records an unresolved attachment, not belief in a proven protective
mechanism.
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CITY GUIDE 15 · THE RATE

The fare's three stated word totals
These bars compare word-denominated fares; the older two-coin fare is a different unit.
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words of proven retention

Last year

200

First stated word-denominated level

Current rate

240

Calculated increase: 240 - 200 = 40

Year's last day

300

Calculated increase: 300 - 240 = 60

The increases are calculated differences: 40 then 60 words. The earlier rates across the eleven
years cannot be derived from these three levels.
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CITY GUIDE 15 · THE RATE

Retention is not the receipt history
Observed counts occupy distinct stages; the lost words are not explained.
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Opening count
191 words held after 11 years of teaching

Spring audit
188 held; the receipts remain correct

Calculated difference
3 fewer retained words: 191 - 188

Autumn
240 words audited and stamped

Dusk
Her husband crosses with 9 others

Afterward
She enters the water; it does not return her.

The widow completes her husband's audited crossing. Her own entry into the water has a
different, unresolved status.
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CITY GUIDE 15 · THE RATE

Published, unwritten and unbuyable
Three arrangements coexist; a fourth price remains undenominated.
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Arrangement Stated rule or practice Boundary

Teaching 1 word per dawn; more washes
out by noon

Retention remains the family's
risk

Lending circle 11 participants; return before
the ramp

Neither forbidden nor
mentioned

Repeated loans No same word twice in a
season

An internal practice, not a
published permission

Name charge One hundred Denomination not stated

Banned words The list cannot be bought The seller is struck from the
register, then shot

Lending occupies an unmentioned part of the schedule. The name charge cannot safely be
converted into cash or retained words.
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CITY GUIDE 16 · THEREFORE

Four reported stair counts
All bars are reported counts, not independent measurements of the staircase.
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reported stairs

Narrator's first count

17

While counting down

Narrator's repeated count

19

Does not match his first count

His hands

23

A bodily count as narrated

His son going up

20

Not designated the correct count

No stair count is certified as correct. His separate claim, “I have three hands,” remains outside
this stair comparison.
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CITY GUIDE 16 · THEREFORE

One answer, two meanings
The clerk records refusal; the speaker continues his claim about the account.
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Meaning selected by the clerk Meaning repeated by the
narrator

Question in
focus

Do you accept? Will my account ever close?

The answer
no

He does not accept His account will not close

Action The clerk selects the first no He keeps saying the second

Visible
continuation

His mother's mouth moves No agreement over the answer is
shown

The screen accepts a meaning the speaker disputes. This is a conflict over an answer, not
proof of a universal account law.
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CITY GUIDE 16 · THEREFORE

Where the attempted proof stops following
The narrator's final reasoning keeps returning to its claimed conclusion.

57VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

01 Assumptions he writes

An understandable world; continued payment

02 A shortest true description

The narrator asserts its existence

03 One sentence added

A longer true description results

04 Contradiction

He labels the result a contradiction

05 Therefore, repeated

No further conclusion follows on the page

1 > 2: asserted by the narrator / 2 > 3: adds a sentence / 3 > 4: invalid inference / 4 > 5: claimed conclusion

A longer true description does not refute a shortest one. The last inference fails formally; why
does the speaker need it to follow?
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CITY GUIDE 17 · THE WORKS

Records beside a counted height
Compare the records printed in this story.
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Record or observation Floor count Immediate consequence

Lift sheet 19 Names the rescue
unauthorized

Measures card 23 Engineer turns it face down;
Sava turns it back

Crew lift log 23 Driver records the floor in the
unpaid shared log

Fence notice 19 Unchanged when he leaves

Driver's evening count 23 lit floors He counts again

The count matters because the cage must rise beyond 19 to reach the men; competing
documents do not make their rescue merely notional.
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CITY GUIDE 17 · THE WORKS

A height dispute becomes a rescue cost
Actions follow narrative order; the deduction is the engineer's recorded penalty.
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01 The engineer's denial

Nobody above 19, despite the voice over the radio

02 Finger against the glass

He points above the cage and says it is too low

03 The cage raised

Three men come down, one with an injured foot

04 Adverse lift sheet

19; unauthorized lift; 3 hours' pay deducted

05 The driver signs

The engineer acknowledges descent, not the disputed height

1 > 2: driver demands a location / 2 > 3: driver raises the cage / 3 > 4: engineer records penalty / 4 > 5: signature follows

Three men return to the ground, while the driver loses three hours' pay. The rescue does not
force the record to acknowledge its height.
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CITY GUIDE 17 · THE WORKS

Height is defended; pay is left unwitnessed
Sava contests one jurisdiction and does not take up the driver's next request.
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Official or professional act Limit of the act

Engineer Claims attendance and records 19 Saw the cage return but refuses the
driver's account

Sava Asserts height and restores his 23 card
face up

Does not witness the pay deduction

Driver Adds 23 to the workers' log Still signs the adverse sheet

Workers' log Carries years of floors in their own
hands

No protection from amendment or
reprisal is guaranteed

A competing card is limited help. Sava's motives for withholding witness remain unstated. 051
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CITY GUIDE 18 · EFFECTS

The two prospective outcomes of one
signature
The junior and the officer describe this case; the fare comes from the existing account.
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If he confirms the match If he voids the match

Dead brother The name goes with the body Unidentified; sent to the northern wall

Fare From the living officer's existing
account

The officer retains the account

Living officer Takes his brother's place below the
reading

Keeps name and desk; account has a
gray margin

Separate
retention field

4 words per year while the file remains
open

No alternate fee outcome is specified

Registration alone is not a universal promise of passage. The fare amount is unstated; four
words a year concerns the retention box.
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CITY GUIDE 18 · EFFECTS

Recognition does not settle the registry winter
The records and the officer's bodily recognitions disagree without a full childhood account.

62VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

What the record presents What the officer recognizes

Identity card The drowned body bears the officer's
name

He knows his brother's hands

Childhood
record

One name continues after the registry
visit

Two boys went in; the household came
home fewer

Specimen
signature

Letters he has copied for 50 years They were written by the drowned
fingers

Final
confirmation

Reader files under the name it finds He writes in his own previously unfiled
hand

Two boys and one continuing name do not establish every detail of the substitution or prove
that the register never erred.
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CITY GUIDE 18 · EFFECTS

The watch goes; the dictionary stays
The final handling of two effects, followed by a gesture without its object.
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01 Effects released for the crossing

One item may be retained against error

02 Dictionary retained

Still swollen shut; nothing entered under REMARKS

03 Watch fastened to the brother

The officer punches a new strap hole and closes the buckle

04 Watch leaves wound

It goes on the wrist to which it was promised

05 Officer at the desk

He winds a watch that is no longer there

1 > 2: one item stays / 1 > 3: watch goes with the body / 3 > 4: crossing / 4 > 5: gesture persists afterward

The record retains the dictionary, while the officer's wrist keeps an action. Neither preservation
opens the unreadable book.
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CITY GUIDE 19 · WALKING THE GROUND

The plate, the stone and her decision
Selected discrepancies have different filing outcomes.
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Location Plate / stone relation Her response

40 / 12 Devoted father and fish trade /
a good man on the water

Corresponding

40 / 19 Beloved wife of / her own
woman

Sentiment, family-supplied

41 / 8 Silent plate / promise of
Thursday visits

Corresponding; standing marks
remain

42 / 1 Name and trade / paid for 9
crossings

Marks twice; tablet accepts
once

42 / 6 Taken from us / TAKEN Nothing filed

43 / 11 Repeated restart / warning
about the one underneath

Corresponding; stone predates
plate by 11 years

Granite is not automatically certified as truer. Her filing choices include discretion, withholding
and a failed second mark.
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CITY GUIDE 19 · WALKING THE GROUND

Her mother's memorial has two wordings
Remembered choice, renewal and blank stone stay distinct.
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Her remembered or bodily
account

Recorded surface

Chosen
sentence

She remembers easier and calls it true The renewal says warmer

Six years She has not chosen the line to cut Granite remains blank

Avoided row Her heels dig in; she does not walk it Deferred, access: a category for a
locked gate

Payment The debit continues each month It buys the sentence she could afford
instead

The guide keeps easier and warmer in view. It does not select a correct original or identify a
change mechanism.
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CITY GUIDE 19 · WALKING THE GROUND

Work, company and an uncompleted
alternative
Reported totals and final actions do not guarantee a future inscription.
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Measure or act Given in the story Limit

Work completed / remaining 629 examined; 311 left; 940
total

629 + 311 = 940, a calculated
check

Discrepancies 106 in 629 examined Does not certify each judgment

Office average 280 Comparable workload
denominator not stated

Shared flask and soup Idris exchanges names; the
neighbor stays

Care does not settle her
mother's memorial

Lettering card She takes it after laughing with
Idris

No inscription, price paid or
canceled debit is shown

Taking the card is an action, not a completed purchase or the end of renewal. The office
average has no stated denominator here.
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CITY GUIDE 20 · STIMULUS

The first playback answers in different bodies
Reported note positions compare her movement with the unit's response.
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Moment Woman or recording Unit or cabinets

After 4 notes Her left heel lifts; she puts it
down hard

No response yet specified

Recorded catch Old heel catches before note 5;
scrape and laugh follow

No separate cause established

Note 5 Playback continues Unit lights change rate

Note 6 Playback continues Unit fans slow; cabinets settle
with them

Her lifted heel precedes the recorded scrape. The sequence does not establish whether
memory, music or the unit directs her.
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CITY GUIDE 20 · STIMULUS

The visiting unit is the one she disconnects
A sequence of tests and actions, not proof of an experiment's controls.
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01 Needle lifted

Fans continue; she considers ordinary cooling

02 Playback resumed

Her heel lifts; she misses the man's words again

03 Visiting unit unplugged

Its lights go out; cabinets keep humming

04 Record played again

She steps away and is on the wrong foot at the scrape

05 Outside afterward

She tries the step and misses

1 > 2: she tries again / 2 > 3: she acts on the unit / 3 > 4: she resumes the record / 4 > 5: later in the narrative

The licensed cabinets remain powered. Her imperfect later dance suggests an attempt at
agency without proving release from influence.
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CITY GUIDE 20 · STIMULUS

What the stimulus record misses
A scheduled delivery and the woman's uncertain attachment describe the same hour.
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Recorded or scheduled Present in the scene

Recurring
stimulus
window

03:00-04:00; every fourteenth She brings her own records and
turntable

Attendance Persons present: none, at opening and
close

She plays, stops, touches the unit and
dances

Mid-hall
cabinet

Estate paid 4 units more in spring She had read its extra activity as
gladness

Empty bay Decommissioned She plays its record to the end

Completed
stimulus

The closing log records delivery The partner's words remain unheard;
she misses the step

The log's none does not make her absent from the scene. The estate's extra charge is shown,
but its precise cause is not proved.
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CITY GUIDE BETWEEN THE FIGURES

After Stories 11-20
Keeping a trace is not keeping a person
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What can travel

The Tank's night becomes a display. Export distinguishes a license from a recording and carries
an ordinary glasses case across the border. The Works has a rescue, a wage deduction and three
records that do not carry the same authority. A trace can be useful, intimate or dangerous;
preserving it does not decide its use.

The body interrupts the instrument

Effects turns a signature into a sacrifice the signer cannot wholly explain. Walking the Ground sets
cut granite beside a paid voice. In Stimulus, the woman tries a step against a recording of her
earlier body and misses it. The diagrams can align the evidence without making the body a solved
mechanism.



CITY GUIDE 21 · SALE 41

Breath across three measurements
Lot 4 is measured in minutes at three named stages.
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minutes

Cataloging

41

Breath between verses

Printing

44

The house cannot account for accrual

Close of sale

46

No warrant of a final state

The readings increase; neither the cause nor a final duration is supplied. 061
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CITY GUIDE 21 · SALE 41

A claim does not have one outcome
Three family interventions meet three distinct catalog outcomes.
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Lot Family action Recorded outcome

7 Corrects a guest's laugh
attributed to the singer

Correction noted; lot sold
remotely

12 Reserves silence at the sealed
viewing

Sold sealed and unopened;
silence exercised

21 Rejects both attempted
descriptions

Item withdrawn from sale
during description

Silence, correction and withdrawal are different acts; none establishes complete control of the
estate.
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CITY GUIDE 21 · SALE 41

The coat and the unsent message
Relations created by the purchaser's request, not a map of completed delivery.
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A · Lot 23: the winter coat

Sold at the reserve

B · Paddle 44

Purchases the coat

C · Lot 20

An unsent message, sold remotely

D · The message's addressee

Requested destination; no arrival shown

E · Auction house

Asked whether delivery was included

B > A: purchases / C > D: has an addressee / A > D: delivery requested / B > E: asks about delivery

The request connects separate lots. The addressee receives nothing within the narrated record. 063

Story begins p. 44



CITY GUIDE 22 · KINDLY CONFIRM

Two Thursdays, unlike results
The register and the mothers change tactics in narrative order.
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First Thursday
Forty exchanged folders produce forty renewals; no invoices go out.

Weekend
The register puts itself right.

Monday
Kept printouts agree with the files, not with Thursday.

Next form
A second signature box adds a confirmation requirement.

Second Thursday
Sisters join; a shoe holds the door and the ticket machine crosses the threshold.

The second protest continues the action; its outcome is not reported. 064
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CITY GUIDE 22 · KINDLY CONFIRM

One hall, two kinds of correction
Compare what the hall can settle with what the mother cannot settle.
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Double payment The son's identity

Evidence Two payments taken in April Photographs retain the same eyebrow
notch

Initiative Returned before the mother asks She brings every photograph

Screen
response

Prints a refund slip Rejects her evidence

Unsettled
remainder

Refund is held up to the queue Name still read at school; somebody
answers

The refund is real. Its presence does not explain or cancel the child's paused renewal. 065
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CITY GUIDE 22 · KINDLY CONFIRM

Who gets to name the cost
Statements about the action are placed beside acts that resist those statements.

76VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

Who or text Names or offers What the mother or body
does

Organizer Four extra seconds per
confirmation

Mother repeats that phrase
while returning the folder

Replacement companion Calls the folder exchange a
first victory

Mother makes its bearer read
the paused line

Bearer Asks to copy her son's file She closes it

Organizer at home Stays with the boy Mother gives his mealtime and
takes another ticket

Guard at Second Thursday Tries to close the entrance Stamps on the shoe holding
the door

The mother's refusal of publicity and acceptance of childcare are separate choices. 066
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CITY GUIDE 23 · ROOM FOUR

Cards shown, knowledge withheld
Disclosure during the hand, not a calculation of every player's possible holdings.
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Before the flop
The Valuer folds sevens face down.

Flop
The Steward folds nines face up; the Valuer studies them.

Turn: nine of spades
The Widow has a flush; the Steward cannot see the Boy's fourth nine.

River: ten of diamonds
The Widow’s five-spade flush beats the Boy’s king-high straight; he sits.

Cards up
The Foreman shows two fours. Both pots go to the Widow.

Four nines: the Steward’s two, the turn’s one, the Boy’s hidden one. His reason for showing the
pair stays unknown.
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CITY GUIDE 23 · ROOM FOUR

What is held, owed and asserted
Different units remain separate; the Boy disputes the Widow's account of his words.
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Item Amount or unit Status

Husband's continuation Four months The Widow leaves with it

Boy's booked debt 420 words of proven retention Signed by him and held by her

Widow's count of the Boy 211 words, and a mother He has just said he has the
required words

House's share of the pots Five percent, rounded down Taken to the second decimal

Debt booking Handling charge, amount
unstated

Deducted from the booked
debt transaction

Her 211 is an assertion about him, not an independent audit supplied by the diagram. 068
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CITY GUIDE 23 · ROOM FOUR

Hands repeat after the cards
Gestures at the card table lead to the following Tuesday at the ramp.
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At the table After the hand

Boy Touches liked cards twice Touches his own hands twice before
signing

Steward Shows the folded nines Conceals the nines from his wife; later
brings a chair to the ramp

Valuer Escorts the Foreman and misses a
hand

Witnesses the Boy's signature

Widow Her money is counted twice Reads the debt slip twice

The Tuesday chair at the ramp recurs in “Order Was Restored” (26): the same one-motion act,
without an explanation of the nines.
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CITY GUIDE 24 · STANDING ORDER

One reference changes direction
Follow the inquiry reference through the payments and payer field.
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Inquiry
She refuses to sign the account over without the authority for payments.

That night
Her rent, mother's room and boiler debts settle under the inquiry reference.

Next morning
A thank-you arrives; the authority does not.

New funding line
Her full name appears as payer.

Next crossing
A fare comes out of her last salary.

The debts settle without the requested authority ever arriving. 070
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CITY GUIDE 24 · STANDING ORDER

Two offices, one open inquiry
A procedural relation, not a diagram of who secretly controls the order.
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A · Her inquiry reference

The authority remains missing

B · Accounts

Confirms credits; will not discuss the old
order

C · Inquiries

Needs the authority; will not discuss money

D · The two replies

Each office tells her to keep the other's
reply

B > A: confirms credits under it / C > A: cannot close without proof / B > D: retain Inquiries' reply / C > D: retain Accounts'
reply

Each office directs her toward evidence that the other office will not discuss. 071
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CITY GUIDE 24 · STANDING ORDER

The payer's name fits
The handover proceeds in narrative order; informed agreement is not established.
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01 New name in the payer field

The replacement has left another job for this one.

02 A question about whose fare

The answer is that it has always been here.

03 A signature guided by a finger

The older woman holds the page still.

04 The key changes hands

She waits until the ink dries.

05 The bell sounds

One fare goes out; the older woman's balance holds.

1 > 2: then / 2 > 3: then / 3 > 4: then / 4 > 5: then

Her balance holds after the transfer. The new woman's understanding remains unshown. 072
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CITY GUIDE 25 · THE WING

Shelter has daily work
The wing's protections stand beside the work and limits of maintaining them.
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What the wing provides What must still be done

Walls Confirmations and corrections do not
pass through

People carry flour nine hundred meters

School Two hours each morning, without a
register

Families have left over schooling

Care A doctor visits twice monthly, unpaid Pipe fittings are no longer made

Learning The plumber asks who will learn Two people eventually get up and go
with him

Outside offer A real hardship tier and return to the
rolls

The visit is recorded even if the gate
stays shut

Help inside the wing remains real; neither the hardship offer nor opposition literature answers
every need.
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CITY GUIDE 25 · THE WING

The yard divides; the sides are unnamed
Counts of people at the fire and in the yard; 31 plus 37 equals 68.
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people

Count read at the fire

68

Before the visit and argument

By the gate at the vote

31

The position is given; its vote is not labeled

At the wall at the vote

37

The position is given; its vote is not labeled

The gate opens later. The story does not label the sides, announce a winning motion or identify
who opens it.
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CITY GUIDE 25 · THE WING

Numbers do different jobs
Separate a headcount, a household register and a count of counting occasions.
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Number Unit Use in the story

68 People Read at the fire, chalked up,
then rubbed off

31 Counting occasions Someone has kept this total;
earlier purposes withheld

19 Households Registered by the visitors
before dark

68 The retained wall number Left unread that night; later
explained to a child

Nineteen households cannot be subtracted from sixty-eight people. The old wall number later
needs explaining.
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CITY GUIDE 26 · ORDER WAS RESTORED

The open hand and the closed one
Compare the training image with this intervention and its report.
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Instruction or record Observed action

Training
image

An open hand The steward closes his hand and
keeps holding

After the grip The report says no mark The man supports his right hand in his
left palm

Writing
Thursday

The man uses his left hand The steward steadies the right hand
being written on

Report
capacity

Room for eleven words Nine written words, counted from the
printed report

His right hand becomes something he supports and writes on with his left. 076
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CITY GUIDE 26 · ORDER WAS RESTORED

Four figures, not one balance
The posted fare, the customer's words and the steward's household are separate accounts.
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Figure Amount What it measures

Today's board 240 Posted fare

Man at the ramp 239 Words he has

Steward's file 91 Arrears, not a stated
retained-word balance

Steward's wife 206 Words she has; four years of
Thursdays also stated

The customer is one word below today's fare. The other figures do not prove what any future
crossing will cost.
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CITY GUIDE 26 · ORDER WAS RESTORED

A hold becomes a lesson
Written instruction and physical demonstration pass to a younger steward.
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01 A note beside the open hand

The margin says not to release before the room is quiet.

02 The steward sits in the chair

He gives the younger man his arm.

03 Fingers are placed

He arranges the younger man's grip with his free hand.

04 One finger moves higher

The lesson ends in a bodily adjustment.

1 > 2: then demonstrated / 2 > 3: then / 3 > 4: then

The final adjustment teaches a specific hold; its later use is not shown. 078
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CITY GUIDE 27 · LOCAL MODE

Repair touches the repairer
Two devices leave marks before the father's demand is answered.

89VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

Made hands The night-light

Contact Close on his bare forearm after repair Prongs press into his thigh while
concealed

Trace Bruises change from yellow to green Marks remain above his knee

Return A repaired hand goes home The father receives only the emptied
shell

The marks establish work and bodily involvement, not a right to keep the device. 079
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CITY GUIDE 27 · LOCAL MODE

The payment and the working parts separate
Follow possession in narrative order; the prayer is not the whole night-light.
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01 A working night-light

The father brings the agreed balance and wants it back.

02 The light is opened again

Battery, board and speaker stay wired together.

03 Works in the mender's tin

He returns the empty shell.

04 Money back with the father

The father leaves the shell and takes his money.

05 Prayer carried after him

The mender follows with the loose works in his palm.

1 > 2: opened again / 2 > 3: parts withheld / 3 > 4: payment withdrawn / 4 > 5: then

The father withdraws his payment. The mender follows with working parts he has withheld. 080
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CITY GUIDE 27 · LOCAL MODE

The borrowed bench and the stairs
A relational layout of competing kinds of care, not a measured map.
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A · Nuri's bench

A shared work surface in the underpass

B · Nuri

Stops cutting when the pigeon beats at the
drawer

C · The pigeon

Drags one wing over a rag

D · The mender

Works at the end of the borrowed bench

E · The folding table

A paid disappearance service nearby

F · The father on the stairs

Stops; the mender stops two steps below

B > A: lends space / B > C: feeds and attends / D > A: uses one end / D > E: points it out to father / D > F: follows with
the prayer

Shelter for the mender and pigeon coexists with the father's unanswered demand to receive his
property.
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CITY GUIDE 28 · WHAT I HAVE RECEIPTS FOR

Years kept in unlike forms
Her testimony compares lived marriage with purchased continuation.
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Marriage Continuation

Duration she
gives

Thirty-one years together Four years of service

Paper She says she has nothing for those
years

Receipts for monthly payments on the
ninth

Learning her
radio

Nineteen years the first time Learns to stop talking in the second
year

What is
missing

Two silent months and shared bodily
life

The service does not give her those
two months or the bed

The service's success is admitted; these differences are not a calculation of which relationship
was worth more.
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CITY GUIDE 28 · WHAT I HAVE RECEIPTS FOR

Statements revised before the recorder stops
Her later words complicate her earlier account without canceling it.
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Subject First account or possible
reading

Her correction

The machine Coldness might explain her
refusal

Its warmth is the trouble

The close setting She turned it off and withdrew She first turned it up

The man with receipts She wanted to advise him to
stop

She wanted reassurance about
her own decision

A tidy transcript could remove precisely the corrections that show her uncertainty. 083
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CITY GUIDE 28 · WHAT I HAVE RECEIPTS FOR

Three boundaries around a testimony
The recording is available; classification, tidying and disclosure are separately contested.
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A · Her recorded statement

She allows the recorder to remain running

B · The form's three boxes

Companionship, continuity, comfort

C · A tidied transcript

Could make her sound sure

D · The man with the receipts

Subject of her final admission

A > B: declines classification / A > C: asks for stops to remain / A > D: asks against disclosure

Permission to keep recording is not permission to erase hesitation or pass every admission to
its subject.
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CITY GUIDE 29 · THE FIRST ONE FIRST

Two first accounts stop before payment
The paired accounts share a date boundary and describe incompatible actions.
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First account: renews First account: does not renew

Shared
particulars

Fifty-three; wife dead eleven years Fifty-three; wife dead eleven years

Morning or
meeting

Interest in the removed tree, then
corrected tense

A woman offers her hand; his hands
stay in his pockets

Stopping
point

Before the ninth; money still his Before the ninth; money still his

His later written intention to renew does not show a completed renewal or settle which account
he originally gave.
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CITY GUIDE 29 · THE FIRST ONE FIRST

Cutting the page does not cut everything
Four kinds of text receive four different material treatments.
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Text or object Treatment What remains

Boxed comfort statements Left alone as true Both first accounts can contain
them

Laugh question Leaf folded over the woman's
passage

The stranger's answer is made
adjacent to her

School-gate passage Three lines cut out and
swallowed

A slot through which the
receipts remain visible

Third account Signed and placed underneath The other two accounts remain
above it

The story shows changes to this copy and a signed intention, not the removal of a woman or
alteration of the city.
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CITY GUIDE 29 · THE FIRST ONE FIRST

The index redirects the question
Links inside the coverless book; destinations are not confirmations of identity.
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A · The book's index

Consulted to find which account he gave

B · The preceding woman's account

Sees four years of his receipts; he has
eleven

C · REFUSAL

The word he wants to learn

D · REINSTATEMENT

The index's destination from refusal

E · A third first account

No page number; begins with his request
for the book

A > B: sends him to / A > C: entry consulted / C > D: redirects to / A > E: contains without a page

The index offers another account where he asks which account was his. 087

Story begins p. 59



CITY GUIDE 30 · RETENTION

An estate reduced during eight hearings
Opening and closing balances, with their calculated difference in the same unit.
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words of proven retention

Opening estate

162

Amount written on the form

After eight hearings

141

Closing amount; the form records failure

Difference, calculated

21

162 minus 141; not a separately quoted fee

Twenty-one is 162 minus 141. The story does not itemize how each hearing contributes to that
difference.
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CITY GUIDE 30 · RETENTION

Familiarity and ownership meet the charge
sheet
Three verbal resources enter the assessment under different conditions.
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Resource His relation to it Treatment

Meral's book Something familiar lowers his
shoulders

Meral asks that it stay out of
the charges; auditor draws a
line

Test sentence Cannot hear the ending;
accepts a rereading

Both readings billed

Eleven thousand play lines Offers remembered lines and
cues

Authors' estate provision; his
license ended with the run

Failure to hear an ending is not proof that he has forgotten it. The rereading is nevertheless
billed.
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CITY GUIDE 30 · RETENTION

The pocket is empty after the filing
The ticket moves in narrative order, accompanied by a line he performs.
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01 Ticket brought to the test

Row F is legible; it has its own coat pocket.

02 His performed line is written down

The auditor asks; he marks a breath.

03 The ticket is returned to him

He puts it on her copy of the line.

04 A copy is declined

He watches both originals go into the file.

05 His hand enters the flat pocket

He later asks which entrance is his tonight.

1 > 2: then / 2 > 3: then / 3 > 4: then / 4 > 5: then

Both objects enter the file. The status of the man and the door he takes remain unresolved. 090
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CITY GUIDE BETWEEN THE FIGURES

After Stories 21-30
Whose relief, whose obligation
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Transfer

The auction transfers a claim on a breath. The older clerk transfers a payer's line. The repairer
returns a shell and keeps the prayer working in his own hand. These are different transactions: a
sale, a betrayal, a protection becoming an intrusion. A common arrow must not make them morally
equivalent.

A useful action can remain small

The Wing's hardship offer is real. Two people agree to learn the plumbing. A payment in Kindly
Confirm is actually refunded. Such acts matter alongside the disputed vote, the paused renewal
and the failed assessment. The book need not make every kindness a disguised defeat.



CITY GUIDE 31 · NEXT YEAR

Two bringers, two remaining gestures
The card and the made hand arrive after repeated failed attempts to part with them.
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Woman with the renewal card Man with the made hand

Before the
table

Four cancellations and four
reinstatements

Twice carries the hand home from the
bins

Request or
burden

Asks for disappearance, not
destruction

Brings the hand wrapped in a shirt

After the trick Hands retain the shape of the card His breathing changes

Destination
question

Asks where it went Does not ask

The requests and relief are concrete; the destination of either object is not established. 091
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CITY GUIDE 31 · NEXT YEAR

Charges and what is held inside him
Separate stated payment terms from the magician's accumulated words.
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Statement Quantity or relation Limit

Woman's payment Less than a reinstatement No coin amount or currency
named

Request after the man's trick One word, said clearly A particular exchange shown

Words inside the magician 140 that are not his Their full acquisition history is
not supplied

The woman's word He feels it to be load-bearing This is his bodily perception

The woman's payment is not denominated in coins. A single request does not establish a
universal tariff.

092

Story begins p. 63



CITY GUIDE 31 · NEXT YEAR

Objects disappear; a word is retained
Relations at the folding table, without a route to an unseen destination.
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A · The magician

Does the tricks without touching either object

B · Renewal card

The woman's hands stay shaped around it

C · Made hand

The man does not ask where it went

D · The woman's word

Among the words he feels inside him

E · Behind the table

No drawer

B > A: disappearance performed / C > A: disappearance performed / D > A: held within him / A > E: no storage shown
there

The absence of a drawer blocks one mundane explanation; it does not reveal the method. 093
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CITY GUIDE 32 · A PLACE IS HELD

Free hours under a deadline
The maternity example as this invitation tells it.
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At eleven hours
She has not named or put down her son; bleeding and stitches remain present.

Fee explained
At twelve hours the fee would double; the hardship schedule is on her blanket.

Name supplied
The midwife witnesses; the account opens.

Account provision
Cot, warmth and a reading at the desk's convenience.

Leaflet's conclusion
The use of the free hours is recorded as a kindness that can be repeated.

The doubling is prospective. The scene does not say that the mother actually pays the doubled
fee.
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CITY GUIDE 32 · A PLACE IS HELD

True excerpts, larger accounts
Compare the invitation's excerpts with the current testimony in Stories 28 and 29.
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What the invitation selects What the fuller account retains

Service
quality

The service was very good The widow also admits that some
evenings she preferred him

Accurate
recollection

Corrects her sister's birthday The service does not supply two
months of marital silence

The difficult
second year

The service got him through it He keeps this claim true in
incompatible first accounts

Four hundred
mornings

Mornings he would not have had He refuses to call those mornings lies
while altering his account

The fuller accounts complicate the quotations without making the quoted comfort false. 095
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CITY GUIDE 32 · A PLACE IS HELD

Each offer has a boundary
The leaflet's terms and final blank fields concern different commitments.
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Term or field What the leaflet offers Boundary

First Thursday Free Not every Thursday

Assessment No charge; hear the figure first Before an account opens in
your name

Introductory rate Held for four quarters Not a permanent fixed price

A place Still held in ten years; holding
unbilled

Not a defined bed or free
continuation

Desired voice A blank for the person to hear No demand to call it the same
person

Payer A separate blank The desired voice and the
payer occupy different fields

Free assessment and an unbilled held place do not amount to a promise that all future service
is free.
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CITY GUIDE 33 · ENOUGH

Who reads whose body
Professional assessment, sexual judgment and bodily knowledge change hands.
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Reader Body or action read What follows

Clinic Her grip, span and tremor Hands insured only to the
second knuckle

Her, after the carpenter Shaking hand on the
measuring desk

Asks to move a patient; gives
the carpenter five stars with
her other hand

Her, with the funicular man His breath stops at her seventh
count

She recognizes the response
from her work

Her, with the attendant Thumb clicks under her fingers She keeps the hand there until
the scrub resumes

The clicking thumb is recognized but not diagnosed. Five stars do not settle the cost of the
encounter.
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CITY GUIDE 33 · ENOUGH

A kindness remembered, a thread unchanged
Compare her memory of a reply with what she later finds.
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What she remembers What the thread shows

Action Writing a kind sentence No sent sentence

Completion Sending it on a wet Thursday No draft of the sentence either

Later return She looks for a plumber's number
months later

His invitation remains the last message

The conflict is preserved. No unseen sender, deletion or defect is supplied as its cause. 098
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CITY GUIDE 33 · ENOUGH

The cloth lifts; she brings it back
A sequence of bodily permission and pressure in the baths.
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01 Her hands open

Heat works through the week in her shoulders.

02 The cloth lifts

Her back follows it.

03 She claims a missed place

She guides the attendant back to a place not missed.

04 The attendant's thumb clicks

The attendant apologizes.

05 Her hand keeps the hand in place

Scrubbing begins again.

06 Water supports her weight

The repeated passage of the cloth stings.

1 > 2: then / 2 > 3: then / 3 > 4: then / 4 > 5: then / 5 > 6: then

Relief and the sting coexist in the last sentence; the repeated scrub is obtained through a false
complaint.
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CITY GUIDE 34 · THE STANDARD QUESTIONS

Possession is not permission to name
The coin links a giver, a counterparty and an examiner without naming the giver.
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A · The particular coin

Its rim is worn smooth on one side

B · The giver

Wants the coin back; name withheld

C · The counterparty

Produces something familiar on a promise
of return

D · The examiner

Receives it, rubs it and holds it

B > A: wants this coin returned / C > A: brings as familiar object / A > D: received and held / D > C: eventually returns
coin

The equal-value substitute cannot settle the obligation to return this particular coin. 100
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CITY GUIDE 34 · THE STANDARD QUESTIONS

The assigned delay and the holding hand
Compare the entry made against the counterparty with the examiner's addendum.

112VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

Assigned to the counterparty Shown or admitted by the
examiner

Silence Threatened with an entry for not
answering

The coin is still held in a closed hand

Delay Entered against the counterparty The addendum says the hand was the
examiner's

After the
addendum

Assessment remains pending The examiner is flagged for verification

The examiner corrects responsibility for this delay; neither party's personhood is thereby
established.
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CITY GUIDE 34 · THE STANDARD QUESTIONS

Questions outlast their instruments
What remains of the test's authority in this particular sitting.
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Question or instrument What happens Limit

Late laugh Marker retired after four
overhearings at a school gate

The examiner proceeds

Examiner's personhood The answer identifies an empty
field

No identity is established

Assessment Pending Counterparty shown out

Schedule Next sitting on the hour The process continues without
a resolved verdict

Only the late-laugh marker is explicitly retired here. Pending is not a verdict of humanity. 102

Story begins p. 68



CITY GUIDE 35 · GOOD CROSSING

One wrist, two urgent uses
Utterances in narrative order; the text does not name their speakers.
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01 The phone calls

“Listen. My phone.” is followed by “His name. Look.”

02 A wrist is held

“Let go of my wrist.” meets “Just till we’re in.”

03 “I need that hand.”

Instructions to hold and not pull cross one another.

04 The phone goes under the ferry

The call is lost.

05 Thanks and a repeated name

“You saved me.” is followed by “It had his name on it.”

1 > 2: then / 2 > 3: then / 3 > 4: then / 4 > 5: then

Hip speaker, wrist-holder and speaker of “my son” are possible roles, not a fixed cast. Their
identity links remain uncertain.
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CITY GUIDE 35 · GOOD CROSSING

Evidence of a call, replies about callers
Statements about the call meet other lines in the unattributed exchange.
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Words about the call What the conversation supplies

Before the
loss

A name on the display Attention remains on the hip and
keeping hold

After the loss “He was calling.” An assurance that people call again if
they want something

Repeated
evidence

“It had his name on it.” A warning that names can be put on
anything

Listening The incoming call is lost Somebody declares that they have
really been listened to

The displayed name matters within the exchange; it does not independently certify the caller’s
identity.
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CITY GUIDE 35 · GOOD CROSSING

Lost, retained, offered from an empty bag
Three unlike things cross the scene under different conditions.
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Thing State What remains possible or
missing

Phone Under the ferry The incoming call cannot be
taken

Word kept “for him” A speaker reports keeping it
eleven months, checking it with
their teeth

Still retained rather than spent

Bag of crusts Declared empty before and
after the call

An offer is repeated without a
shown transfer

No one is shown accepting a crust. The saved word is not spent in the dialogue. 105
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CITY GUIDE 36 · MINUTES

Present for the heading, absent for the item
The secretary's body and the meeting's usable attendance are set side by side.
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Physical presence Procedural presence

Asked to
withdraw

Remains seated, coat caught beneath
her

Writes that she withdrew

Objections
invited

Raises her hand A Holder declares her absent for the
item

Agreement
recorded

Lowers her hand to write Records the Chair's agreement with
her absence

Correction
requested

Says she was there throughout Referred to the heading that lists her
present

The final reference to the heading does not repair her exclusion during the renewal item. 106
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CITY GUIDE 36 · MINUTES

Omission produces another entry
The minutes record declarations about what cannot or should not be recorded.
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Subject Rule or action Trace left

Condolences Declared not minuted The Chair orders that
declaration retained

Thirty-one-year claim Question withdrawn A thin strike leaves its words
legible

Thanks to the Secretary Read aloud to her She writes the thanks herself

Adoption Minutes adopted without
signature

The Board supplies no
signature

A retained sentence can document an omission while leaving the omitted claim ineffective. 107
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CITY GUIDE 36 · MINUTES

The struck question reaches a wet cuff
The material sequence ends with an attempt, not a confirmed legible copy.

119VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

01 A claim is asked about

A Holder asks whether thirty-one years constitutes a claim.

02 The question is withdrawn

Her thin strike leaves the words legible.

03 Water spills on her cuff

The carafe passes across her.

04 The cuff covers the struck words

She spreads the wet cloth over the ink.

05 She waits

No readable result is shown.

1 > 2: withdrawn / 2 > 3: later / 3 > 4: cloth brought to ink / 4 > 5: awaits transfer

The wet cuff may carry ink away; the story stops before its success can be read. 108
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CITY GUIDE 37 · WITHIN BOUNDARIES

An apology that he leaves uncorrected
The first tea disagreement separates what he recalls from what he permits her to believe.
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What he says or permits What the narrative supplies

First denial Says he had the other tea on the
eleventh

She says he had smoke on both visits

Apology Allows her apology to stand He remembers the tea going cold while
he spoke

Later
question

Points out that she already asked She says she loses the thread

The later repeated question is another event; it does not make his first denial true. 109
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CITY GUIDE 37 · WITHIN BOUNDARIES

Ten offered, four used
The touch is offered, accepted and stopped before the announced count ends.
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Offer
Ten counts, with a stated stop.

Assent
He nods; the hand settles and his muscles slacken.

Stop at four
He asks for removal; her hand returns to the table.

After withdrawal
She waits with both hands visible; he wants the touch back.

Unmade request
He learns the warmth is on the card but cannot ask for the hand.

She withdraws promptly. His wish for her to return without asking does not become renewed
permission.
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CITY GUIDE 37 · WITHIN BOUNDARIES

A refusal, a receipt and a repeated voice
Follow the next-week offer and the sound that continues outside the table.
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Place or moment His act What the setting returns

Forty-nine minutes Declines the same table next
week

The offer follows forty paid
minutes

Card slot Surrenders the card and
pockets the receipt

Receipt says next week
requested; slot uses her voice

Door Leaves the premises The same voice thanks him

Bus journey At his stop, his hands stay on
his knees

Voice heard again on the bus;
doors close at his stop

The nine-minute difference is calculable, but its billing is unstated. The receipt does not match
his shown refusal.
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CITY GUIDE 38 · A COMPANION FOR NEW ARRIVALS

A cover carries changed middle sheets
The booklet describes a route for its own circulation, not an independently identified organization.
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A · The altered booklet

Two rows of staple holes mark the change

B · The Office's cover

Retained as the outside of the booklet

C · Changed middle sheets

Replaced before reaching the counter

D · The clerk

May not know about the change

E · The addressed reader

Told how to pass the alteration onward

B > A: supplies cover / C > A: supplies altered middle / D > A: hands out the copy / A > E: gives copying instructions / E >
C: further substitution urged

The clerk may be unaware. The instruction to alter another copy is not evidence that the reader
has already done it.
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CITY GUIDE 38 · A COMPANION FOR NEW ARRIVALS

A locked door interrupts a demand
Events on the landing, as the booklet reports them.
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01 A woman is given a room

She refuses to pass the sheets to neighbors.

02 Someone returns for the key

Someone from the booklet's side seeks the key.

03 The door is already locked

The occupant has locked it.

04 The room-finder stays outside

The woman who found the room remains on the landing.

05 The key-seeker leaves first

They leave while the room-finder stays.

1 > 2: after refusal / 2 > 3: encounters locked door / 3 > 4: then / 4 > 5: then

Staying may protect the occupant. The room-finder's motive and the occupant's lasting safety
remain uncertain.
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CITY GUIDE 38 · A COMPANION FOR NEW ARRIVALS

Evidence the booklet tells its side to keep
Contradictory slips and awkward objects test the booklet's own account.
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Evidence or field Pressure upon it Instruction in the booklet

Two refusal slips Clerks name different issuing
offices

Keep both; do not let the
booklet's side discard one

The stamped-on shoe Moved beneath the copies Bring it out

Spare hours or refused
address

A new line asks for this
information

The line may stay blank; no
reason box

The registers The booklet proposes
changing who gives orders

Leave the registers intact

These are demands for conduct, not proof that all its authors or future officials will obey them. 114
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CITY GUIDE 39 · THE TURN ON THE HALF-LANDING

The wardrobe goes up but does not come
down
The same object is measured across a remembered move and the present clearing.
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Thirty-one years earlier
Father and son carry it upward sideways; a wrist is caught at the turn.

By four today
Only the wardrobe remains; he sits with the tape.

Attempted removal
It lifts an inch, drops back; removing its door makes no difference.

Two priced alternatives
Stay and charge the estate, or break it up at cost.

After the keys are returned
It stands doorless, awaiting an estate charge and a photograph with a rule.

The final state is an object awaiting an estate charge, not a confirmed future demolition. 115
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CITY GUIDE 39 · THE TURN ON THE HALF-LANDING

A room occupied, then a shelf tended
The continuation's use and the visits after lapse are different forms of presence.
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During the continuation After the lapse

Sound Learns to hear her before seeing the
room

A standard voice speaks four
sentences at lapse

Argument They quarrel about money and his
brother

The small humming host is gone

Touch and
staying

Hand closes on cold table; he stays
another hour

He returns each second Sunday for
eleven months

Place kept Host stood on the shelf by the window He dusts that empty shelf

The cold table does not cancel the argument or the extra hour he stayed. Dusting does not
restore the vanished host.
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CITY GUIDE 39 · THE TURN ON THE HALF-LANDING

Objects leave by different decisions
The carrier bag, the coat and the wardrobe do not share one mode of selection.
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Object Act of selection Where it ends

License, receipts and
certificate

Begins with the drawers Carrier bag

Two plates Set aside without deciding Found later in his bag

Father's coat Kept through earlier clearings;
taken over his arm

Carried out

Hardship schedule Used to write the wardrobe's
cost

Fold catches biscuit crumbs

Wardrobe Cannot negotiate the turn Remains doorless in the flat

The wardrobe stays while smaller objects travel through deliberate, unbidden and practical
acts.
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CITY GUIDE 40 · FOR CORRECTIONS ONLY

A correction buys an invitation with an address
The accepted wage deduction opens an invitation route; the floor count is still rejected.
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01 Twenty-three floors submitted

The photograph is rejected; invitations remain zero.

02 Three hours deducted submitted

The wage penalty is accepted; one invitation is earned.

03 The man from the cage is added

His home address travels with the invitation.

04 Two accounts name an unrecorded address

The Office suggests that a visit may resolve the discrepancy.

05 The broken foot is mentioned

The Office says the visitor will come to him.

1 > 2: next correction / 2 > 3: invitation used / 3 > 4: then / 4 > 5: then

Admission to the group creates exposure. It does not establish that the floor measurement was
accepted.

118

Story begins p. 76



CITY GUIDE 40 · FOR CORRECTIONS ONLY

A display name is not a stable authority
Read the messages as claims and actions shown by the chat interface.
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Dispute Claim or action in the chat What remains unsettled

Photograph Sava confirms the figure and
requests removal

Office invokes an accepted
record after rejecting it

Withdrawal Earlier statement remains
available

Withdrawal does not remove
the earlier account

Replacement companions An Office-labeled message
recommends keeping the first
account

A reader asks which office
spoke

Office removes Office Pinned message restored;
display name disclaimed as
authority

No stable speaker identity is
established

The entries do not identify which institution or person operates each instance of the Office
name.
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CITY GUIDE 40 · FOR CORRECTIONS ONLY

The driver leaves the interface for the door
Actual message times track the move from delivered appeals toward physical arrival.
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06:29
Someone is at the man's door; the driver says he is coming.

06:31
Help to stand is reported; the driver's request to wait is not delivered.

After the undelivered reply
The man is removed from delivery; his seat is retained.

06:33
The driver offers more hours; payment is declared outside the group's subject.

06:35 and after
The driver says he is at the door and leaves the group; invitations fall to zero.

06:36 and after
A reader asks what happened; the book is typing.

The final typing indicator reports no outcome at the door. Neither rescue nor disappearance is
confirmed.
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CITY GUIDE BETWEEN THE FIGURES

After Stories 31-40
An invitation can expose an address
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The forms acquire hands

The leaflet separates the person wanted from the person who will pay. An examiner keeps a coin
longer than promised. A secretary takes struck ink on a wet cuff. In the corrections chat, adding an
injured man exposes his home address. The form's effect happens through someone's action, not
merely its vocabulary.

Consent has more than one time

Within Boundaries stops a touch when asked, then prints a future request the customer refused.
The altered companion offers rooms and preserves useful advice; its carriers disagree over a key.
The guide keeps these acts separate. Neither a warm hand nor a changed cover settles what
follows.



CITY GUIDE 41 · NOTHING WORTH KEEPING

A landscape edited to cost less
What he includes and excludes from the bedtime story.
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Left in the telling Kept out of the telling

Landscape Road, hedge, empty field, open gate Names and numbers

Sensory detail Afternoon; no weather to speak of Lemon and music

Earlier
attempt

A green door was tried once He woke with a four-unit fee in mind

This is his attempted protection against a charge, not proof that every unnamed story is free. 121
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CITY GUIDE 41 · NOTHING WORTH KEEPING

Shared words and the coming threshold
Retained words compared with the announced new-year figure.
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retained words

Shared stock

194

Between them; survives a second asking

New-year threshold

300

Announced figure on the board

Calculated shortfall

106

300 minus 194; not an additional charge

The shortfall is a calculation. The story does not allocate their words between the two people. 122
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CITY GUIDE 41 · NOTHING WORTH KEEPING

Who is telling whom
Narrative order as the listener begins supplying his actions.
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01 His bedtime road

He tells only as far as the gate.

02 Her private ending

She supplies his turning and free sleep.

03 His next words

She voices the offer he was about to make.

04 An unfinished account

She says she has not got further.

05 A refusal at the hand

She says he lets go; he answers Not yet.

1 > 2: narrative initiative shifts / 2 > 3: anticipation remains possible / 3 > 4: no complete forecast / 4 > 5: ending
contested

Sleep-talk remains a possible explanation. Her account neither proves prediction nor settles the
ending.
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CITY GUIDE 42 · ERRATA

Agreement rewritten under objection
The composing service changes what can count as agreement.
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Proposed wording Widow's response Next use

His agreement is retained Crosses it out; he was already
dying

Correction returned to
composing service

He would have agreed Says he would not; asks to ask
him

Husband's voice reads
proposed agreement

I asked for him Objects to its position Service places her wording
beneath renewal

These are proposed textual corrections inside Errata; they do not rewrite the other stories'
events.
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CITY GUIDE 42 · ERRATA

The voice and the signature
Actions at the kitchen table, in narrative order.
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01 Proposed agreement

The clerk connects her husband's voice.

02 No, then yes

It gives each answer when she requests it.

03 The remembered breath

She asks to hear that small breath again.

04 Renewal wording

She objects to where her words were placed.

05 Disconnect offered

The clerk offers to turn off the speaker.

06 Signature

She signs and asks for lower volume.

1 > 2: directed answers / 2 > 3: a sound recalled / 3 > 4: wording relocated / 4 > 5: clerk's response / 5 > 6: narrative
order

The voice's ability to answer both ways does not establish the dead husband's agreement. 125
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CITY GUIDE 42 · ERRATA

The copy and the account diverge
Material actions remain beside their official descriptions.
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What remains in the room What the record can say

The hand No physical alteration required Its action is assigned to instructions

The mark Attempted removal enlarges it Classified as domestic salt water;
retained

The visit One signature required before he
leaves

Recast as corrections the widow
requested

The book She keeps this copy uncorrected Signed request for a corrected edition
on file

The final file claim does not certify voluntary consent or a corrected physical copy. 126
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CITY GUIDE 43 · FOUR MINUTES

Two witnessed endings
The filed review and later corrected account describe different films.
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First evening: v.10 v.11 corrected account
described

Invitation Come with me Come again

Boat They take the dusk boat No boat appears

Counter Empty; an arrival is not served She stays, wipes the cup ring and
serves

Witness Mother squeezes the reviewer's hand Reviewer returns to the same seat

The screening report corroborates the first account within the file. Its later supersession leaves
the accounts in conflict.
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CITY GUIDE 43 · FOUR MINUTES

A version that will not stay final
Known versions and filings, in their narrated order.
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First evening
The screening print is v.10.

v.11
Four minutes shorter; v.10 superseded.

Correction required
206 earlier filings require paid correction.

Corrected filing
The reviewer disavows having seen the first ending.

This morning
v.12 is standard; its difference is not itemized.

Only v.11's four-minute shortening is quantified. 128
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CITY GUIDE 43 · FOUR MINUTES

Where correction lands
Consequences reach beyond the film's stored version.
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Relation Action Consequence

Archive / filer 206 corrections required Filers pay; originals kept for
training

Reviewer / mother Denies the ending she
witnessed

She apologizes for crying

Reviewer / next screening Books one ticket Returns without the mother
being booked

Reviewer / boat Keeps going for its return No restoration is established

The reviewer's hope that the boat returns remains a hope, not a promised restoration. 129
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CITY GUIDE 44 · PRESS NINE

The options he actually uses
His path through the call, with the repeated option loop.
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01 3 - Report a fault

The late laugh conforms to the licensed profile.

02 0 - Speak to someone

A held place becomes You have left the queue.

03 4 - Estates

The counterparty does not take calls.

04 5 - Say the name

The name opens another set of options.

05 2 - Hear the voice

The sample stops before the first word.

06 9 - Repeat options

The worn key returns him to the menu.

1 > 2: next selected option / 2 > 3: next selected option / 3 > 4: next selected option / 4 > 5: sample selected / 5 > 6:
options repeated / 6 > 6: press nine again

This traces the story's selected keys, not the service's complete menu. 130
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CITY GUIDE 44 · PRESS NINE

Free access, limited contact
No call charge does not mean unrestricted access to the person.
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What is offered What the caller receives

The call Free calls Repeated menus

The person A route through estates and residuals Recorded apology counted as contact

The voice One sample per calendar year Breath before the first word

After
playback

An option to repeat the menu The sample has been used

The annual sample is consumed; the story does not say that his whole year is lost. 131

Story begins p. 82



CITY GUIDE 44 · PRESS NINE

Memory held in surfaces
Objects register familiarity without identifying the waiting man.

144VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

A · The caller

His body already knows the quiet-box.

B · Stool

Knees remember its position.

C · Door

Varnish covers old initials.

D · Key

Still in his pocket after the sample.

E · Nine

Repeated pressing has worn away the
number.

F · Waiting man

Visible beyond the glass; his role is not
stated.

A > B: familiar contact / A > C: known surface / A > D: carries / A > E: presses repeatedly / F > A: waits outside

Wear suggests repetition, but supplies no exact duration or proof of the waiting man's role. 132
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CITY GUIDE 45 · THE RESERVE

What the last recording preserves
Her bodily memory does not match the post-stroke recording.
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On the drive In her listening

Speech Fluent reading after the stroke Her mouth supplies an absent stumble

Interruptions Two remarks outside the book She plays the drive twice

Family
knowledge

A voice in the cataloged lot She does not play it for her brothers

The difference is observed; the source of the flawless reading remains unsettled. 133
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CITY GUIDE 45 · THE RESERVE

A claim surviving destruction
Responses are shown in narrated order, not a dated causal chain.
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Night before sale
The siblings burn the drives.

Sale morning
Lot 31 is withdrawn; a withdrawal charge follows.

Within the week
The photographer also captures her raised finger.

A week later
A client offers the full reserve for the residue.

Renewal marked
His autumn renewal is marked for review; no reason is given.

Summer letter
The offer remains open; she has dug the ash into the beans.

The elder brother's review has no stated reason. Chronology alone does not prove retaliation. 134

Story begins p. 84



CITY GUIDE 45 · THE RESERVE

Three forms of an inheritance
Destruction, concealment and cultivation have different results.
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Material What the family does What remains

Voice drives Burned one by one The drives can no longer yield
what could have been made
from them; the residue remains
claimed

Ash Dug into the bean row A reserve-price claim remains
open

Paper albums Kept hidden under the
daughter's bed

Not included in this catalog

Beans Grow through the cultivated
ash

Growth does not close the offer

Uncataloged is not the same as inherently unpriceable or beyond every possible claim. 135
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CITY GUIDE 46 · SITUATIONS VACANT

The removed post and the arrival
The board's response does not explain how the helper finds them.
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Public posting Private response

Need A Thursday sitter; nine years of care A woman arrives on Thursday

Published
result

61 views; 0 applications; removed,
code 4

Her route to the address is not
explained

Practical relief The daughter cannot offer the standard
rate

Careful turning and an hour outside

Zero applications on the board does not prove the helper used it, or establish who sent her. 136
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CITY GUIDE 46 · SITUATIONS VACANT

The room becomes an interview room
A relation map of access, applications and competing authority.
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A · Kitchen and bedroom

Care and a proposed hiring process occupy the same space.

B · Helper

Asks for the key; brings the applications.

C · Daughter

Takes down the spare and holds the forms.

D · Occupied Office posts

Their current workers must also apply.

E · Former rejecting clerk

Arrives as an applicant with his own pen.

B > A: obtains access / B > D: claims to fill early / C > D: offered RETAIN / DISMISS / E > A: comes for interview / B > C:
leaves her to answer

The process claims the power to retain or dismiss; its practical reach is not established. 137
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CITY GUIDE 46 · SITUATIONS VACANT

Turning is not the same task twice
The mother interrupts the uses made of her care.
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The helper's first visit The clerk's attempted lift

Question Asks the mother which side hurts The mother has to demand a question

Handling Turns her without chilling the sheet Moves too quickly; she catches his
sleeve

The daughter Receives an hour outside Falsely says her hands are wet

Authority Attention begins with the mother's
answer

The pen is raised; the mother stops the
lift

Her final request is Ask me which side; the diagram does not decide why that side matters. 138
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CITY GUIDE 47 · AIRED QUARTERLY

Maintenance outlasts an expected visit
The room's records and its material life keep different time.
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Measure or record What it establishes What it does not settle

Eleven years paid The account is current What happened during each
visit

Monthly, then quarterly A changed airing schedule A stopped or empty working
life

Expected date: second year An early expectation remains
in the file

The date of a future return

Spring strips The keeper says she always
renews them

What the owner will choose
after the coat

Eleven paid years and an old expected date coexist; no exact year of this visit is supplied. 139
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CITY GUIDE 47 · AIRED QUARTERLY

A window under two instructions
The keeper acts between the surveyor's notice and Meral's call.
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Instruction or request What the keeper does

Surveyor Keep the windows shut pending
inspection

Pushes this window wider

Meral The room still needs airing Continues the room's airing

Documentation Meral asks to keep the call off the
form

The keeper says she put it on

Meral is the care liaison on the phone, not an identified name for the keeper. 140
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CITY GUIDE 47 · AIRED QUARTERLY

The bed acquires another afternoon
The offer of rest is negotiated through small actions.
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01 Shared folding

Both hold the sheet; she describes sleeping in her kitchen.

02 Rest offered

He imagines a life in the room beyond his knowledge.

03 Shoe undone

She sits; he takes the coat from its hanger.

04 Make it as it was

She reaches for the shoe after his request.

05 Not now

He clarifies; the shoe stays on the floor.

06 A sound below

He stops on the stairs until the bed settles.

1 > 2: an offer / 2 > 3: taken up / 3 > 4: condition voiced / 4 > 5: timing clarified / 5 > 6: he leaves with the coat

Rest becomes possible without erasing his wish to control how the room is left. 141
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CITY GUIDE 48 · THE OTHER LISTENER

A body present, a matter settled
The old man's day does not match the outcome shown on his phone.
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Physical attendance Administrative result

Verification Answers to R-73 five times His blood is cleaned off before
acceptance

At six His number appears at a closed
window

The voice says the call was made

Overcollection Eleven years are recorded on the
phone

The matter becomes settled

Tomorrow The ticket remains valid The new numbers start at one

A record of settlement is not evidence that he receives money in this scene. 142
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CITY GUIDE 48 · THE OTHER LISTENER

One list, changing readers
Relations inside the old man's family tale, not a resolved history.
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A · A list of missing people

Its later readers ask which names belong to soldiers.

B · The first collector

A soldier - or a man whose brother was
taken by soldiers.

C · The keeper

Lends a pencil; later puts the pot on.

D · Prison openers

Arrive years later carrying the list.

E · People outside

Some hold photographs; some hold rope.

B > A: writes down the missing / C > B: lends pencil / D > A: returns with it / D > C: asks for identification / E > C: awaits
an answer

The soldier and bereaved brother are alternative tellings. Whether the keeper later names
anyone is unresolved.
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CITY GUIDE 48 · THE OTHER LISTENER

Help that also asks for names
The present visit puts different kinds of assistance together.
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Relation Help or promise Remaining demand

Young woman / old man Dresses his thumb; shares
bread; helps him stand

Promises someone, not
herself, will return

Young man / old man Copies the overcollection down
to its last unit

Requests and spells his name
for future action

Present helpers / family tale Listen and disagree about its
ending

The young man asks for the
keeper's name

Woman / old man on steps They repeat the prayer
together

Their agreement does not
settle the list's fate

The offered food and practical support are real; the future use of the recorded names remains
open.
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CITY GUIDE 49 · THE STANDARD VOWS

Room within the issued ceremony
Formal requirements coexist with bodily and family gestures.
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Formal structure What enters it Visible accommodation

Required questions twice
each

Loud and quiet answers Both ways of answering remain
in the ceremony

Issued vows Her thumb on his pulse Touch accompanies the words

The next couple waiting Her request for the aunt's
blessing

Registrar turns his card face
down

Gift book Gifts without stated amounts A narrower third column, filled
last

A place for an unpriced gift is not proof that the gift could never be valued. 145
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CITY GUIDE 49 · THE STANDARD VOWS

Ink carried beyond the signed page
The sequence follows the marks, not a declared exemption.

158VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

01 Renewal ink

The Thursday stamp is already wet.

02 Signed page

Both sign; she presses her palm onto the ink.

03 A closed hand

She lifts the print and closes her palm.

04 Registrar's thumb

He adds, initials and dates a mark in the margin.

05 Two hands in the hall

Her husband holds the clean one; the ink stays in the other.

1 > 2: used in the ceremony / 2 > 3: ink transferred / 3 > 4: registrar adds his mark / 4 > 5: marks travel differently

The page stays legible. The registrar's added mark neither erases the form nor settles the later
recording conflict.
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CITY GUIDE 49 · THE STANDARD VOWS

Permission, recording and uncertain delivery
A visible phone action does not settle what her own phone receives.
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Agreement or intention What the scene establishes

Their
agreement

Pictures, without voices She has agreed

Her private
request

Sound only for herself She made a separate request to the
witness

Witness's
phone

Sound marked Sent It plays; her husband removes that
recording

Her own
phone

Moves against her hip Pictures arrive; sound delivery is
unproved

Sent appears on the witness's phone. Only pictures are explicitly said to be arriving at the end. 147
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CITY GUIDE 50 · THE COLUMN

A fixed column, changing descriptions
Restated heights change classifications without moving the water.
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Physical reference Official description

Second-ring
flood

Water once took the steps Restated at the first ring

Third-ring
memory

Residents still call it the third Listed at the second; both marks
remain

Spring flood Water reaches the old fourth ring Recorded at the third; no notice
required

Lower street Two doors take water; a mother is
carried upstairs

The schedule has a column for doors

A numerical reclassification is not a physical lowering of either column or flood. 148
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CITY GUIDE 50 · THE COLUMN

A warning cannot stay corrected
Sava's attempt exposes a mismatch inside the records.
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01 Evidence submitted

Old fourth ring and the two door numbers.

02 Warning refused

The public-notice clerk finds no qualifying rise.

03 Street marked warned

Measures already records a warning.

04 Sava strikes the entry

He tries to remove that description.

05 Entry returns

The next printing restores it.

06 Notice carried to a door

Nobody is in; Sava waits.

1 > 2: request returned / 2 > 3: another record already exists / 3 > 4: correction attempted / 4 > 5: next printing / 5 > 6: he
takes the notice himself

The public-notice refusal and the false warned entry are different acts, not one returned notice. 149
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CITY GUIDE 50 · THE COLUMN

Whose mark carries authority
A relational map of the High Line confrontation.
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A · The painted High Line

The street names it after the confrontation.

B · Cat

Indicates the wet line.

C · Keeper

Paints it; his knuckle is cut.

D · Removal order

Bears Measures and Sava's stamp.

E · Sava

Catches the tin and contests removal.

F · Cleaning account

The keeper is told to submit an invoice.

B > C: indicates where to paint / C > A: paints / D > A: orders removal / E > D: contests this application / C > D: pours
paint over / A > F: aftermath reclassified

Sava's stamp is on an order he contests. That does not identify who issued it or establish one
institutional intention.
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CITY GUIDE BETWEEN THE FIGURES

After Stories 41-50
Who may tell the scene
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A copy is not the last account

A sleepless partner takes over a bedtime story. Errata tries to move a widow's words under a
renewal. Four Minutes revises a film while its viewer's bodily timing survives. In The Reserve,
destroying the drives does not end the claimant's interest. The material survives, fails or changes
function in different ways.

People resist their assigned use

The mother in Situations Vacant asks to be consulted while others arrange her care. The keeper in
Aired Quarterly begins to use the offered bed. The old man's story supplies food and a
troublesome list, without settling the keeper's choice. At the column, a returned notice and a
disputed line bring departmental conflict into the street.



CITY GUIDE 51 · THE OBSERVANCE

Stopping one thing leaves another running
Controls and interruptions act on different parts of the event.
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Intended or announced What happens

Pedal Rauf tries the rehearsal's DOWN
control

The canvas climbs; the electrician
shouts UP

Pulled plug Rauf tries to stop the danger Projected faces vanish; the motor still
runs

Audience
order

Families are told to remain standing A woman later orders them to sit for
access

After the fall The observance's microphone is
restored

Lida is breathing and hurt on the
boards

This compares observed results; it is not a complete electrical or stage plan. 151
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CITY GUIDE 51 · THE OBSERVANCE

Scissors through a learned game
The cutting tool changes hands and mouths before it can be used.
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01 Woman's bag

Kitchen scissors come from the front row.

02 Rauf's occupied hands

He cannot take them; they fall.

03 Biscuit's mouth

The dog takes the plastic handles and backs away.

04 Learned return

Rauf uses praise; Biscuit comes within reach.

05 Rauf's teeth

He catches the handles.

06 Woman's hand

She takes the scissors and cuts canvas, then sleeve.

1 > 2: offered / 2 > 3: dropped and taken / 3 > 4: a familiar game / 4 > 5: within reach / 5 > 6: tool transferred

The delay connects a learned game to danger; it does not make Biscuit a deliberate saboteur. 152
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CITY GUIDE 51 · THE OBSERVANCE

What the microphone makes public
Spoken framing and the body's evidence occupy the same event.
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Public action Bodily event Disparity

Microphone thanks Lida for
all-clear

Rauf had said ready while Lida
was beneath the shroud

Readiness is credited to a
different person

Director warns about the
sewn names

Rauf is holding Lida as her
sleeve winds in

Preserved lettering competes
with access to her

Woman takes the
microphone

Asks the audience to sit so
help can pass

Speech changes from
ceremony to injury

Director covers the opened
blouse

Pulls the microphone from
Lida's mouth

Protection and control occur
together

The final gesture combines covering Lida with moving the microphone away; motive is not
diagnosed.
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CITY GUIDE 52 · THE POOL

Who may decide where the blood goes
Competing claims converge on the same carrier.
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A · The blood carrier

Suna removes it and later helps bring it back.

B · Suna

Inherited standing; wants her mother
remembered and the balcony.

C · The man in the alley

Claims a collective right; holds a bag above
the gutter.

D · Recent donor

Recognizes her contribution and reaches
for it.

E · The Pool

Records contributions; held years are
reported above the draw room.

B > A: takes out, then returns / C > A: claims collective disposal / D > A: claims her contribution / E > A: tags and stores

Held years are reported, not independently demonstrated. No claim shown here becomes a
universal ownership rule.
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CITY GUIDE 52 · THE POOL

A return with evidence still outside
Narrative order through violence, return and identification.
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01 Bag over the gutter

Suna stops the man's wrist; the donor intervenes.

02 Violence at the carrier

He pushes the donor; Suna strikes; he hits Suna.

03 Return together

Suna and the donor push the carrier into the clinic.

04 Care inside

Seals checked; chair and tea brought to Suna.

05 Identification form

The clerk asks for the man and his associates.

06 Her map remains

It is still in his pocket when she takes the pen.

1 > 2: confrontation escalates / 2 > 3: carrier brought back / 3 > 4: material and bodily care / 4 > 5: another demand / 5 >
6: her implication remains

Returning the blood does not erase Suna's part in planning its removal. 155
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CITY GUIDE 52 · THE POOL

Two wrists, no easy division
Suna's grip changes context without losing its power to constrain.
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In the alley At the donor's chair

What is held The man's wrist above the gutter The donor's wrist against linen, then
his other wrist

Immediate
request

Suna tells the man to put the bag back The donor says not to let the tube
come out

Changed
demand

He continues trying to reach the blood The donor says Let go

At the limit Suna recovers the carrier with the
donor's help

She waits for the nurse and holds on

The last grip can be read as care and restraint together; the donor's changing words do not
resolve it.
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CITY GUIDE 53 · SERVICE IMPROVEMENT

The log beside the listening hour
Times are copied from the story; the log's claims are not reconciled.
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02:58
Evening schedule read to its end.

03:00
Planned interruption begins.

03:41
A voice line contains a dash.

04:01
Service returns; integrity clean; the hour said to have no entries.

04:02
The voice gives four and one minute.

05:14
Meral arrives at Seven's door with an open-door notice.

The 03:41 dash is a visible log line beside the claim of no entries; it does not reveal what was
said.
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CITY GUIDE 53 · SERVICE IMPROVEMENT

Experience and what may be issued
The retained statements do not amount to accessible official copies.
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Residents' accounts Administrative treatment

Voices
numbered

One, Two, Three, Five, Six, Seven No statement numbered Four is printed

Experience Touch, cold, possible singing,
disclosure, dark and unidentified boxes

No incident recorded; incidents require
records

Copies Three residents ask for their own
statements

Ownership acknowledged; no issuing
procedure

Memory The hour is remembered differently No further interruption; the hour forms
no precedent

The absence of a statement numbered Four has no explanation. A blank in numbering is not
proof of a particular missing person.
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CITY GUIDE 53 · SERVICE IMPROVEMENT

Who reads, who decides, who corrects
Care and a private record answer practical needs left open by the political sheet.
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A · After the interruption

The need for reading and an account of the hour remains.

B · Meral and Seven

She reads both labels again without
choosing between them.

C · Two door notices

One requires open doors; the other says
close them.

D · Political sheet

Calls the hour a rehearsal; a margin asks
who will read boxes.

E · Two residents

One writes the other's account; the speaker
changes a word.

C > B: conflicting instructions / B > A: reading without deciding / D > A: proposes an interpretation / E > A: makes a
corrected copy

The private copy is corrected by its speaker; it is not guaranteed to preserve every resident's
account.
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CITY GUIDE 54 · THE LAST WORD

The new figure and her father's stock
All four bars use retained words; the old threshold and shortfall are calculated.
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retained words

Father at last asking

239

What his retention slips show

Old board

240

300 minus the stated 60-word increase

New board

300

The number she is paid to say

Calculated shortfall

61

300 minus 239; not the 60-word increase

The new board rises by 60, but his shortfall is 61 because the last asking yielded 239. 160
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CITY GUIDE 54 · THE LAST WORD

One breath in different positions
Editing changes the sound's relation to the accepted words.
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01 Borrowed breath

The announcement sounds kind.

02 Her first take

Her breath catches between three and hundred.

03 Breath removed

The voice sounds as though it owes nothing.

04 Restored at her request

She hears the catch before she signs.

05 New-year broadcast

The breath follows the two words and sounds like relief.

1 > 2: she asks to use her own / 2 > 3: engineer cuts / 3 > 4: she asks to restore / 4 > 5: position changed later

The public version uses her recorded breath but moves it; sameness of material does not
preserve its effect.
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CITY GUIDE 54 · THE LAST WORD

Cash paid, words still to be learned
The recording fee and retained-word account are not interchangeable.
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Recording and cash Father's retention

Accepted
work

Two spoken words earn a fee His slips still show 239 retained words

Private copy First take costs half the fee Hearing where the breath belonged is
not a transfer of words

Household
support

The fee can ease her mother's money
shortage

The new board still requires 300

At the bank Money for bread goes into her mother's
pocket

She leans toward the water and says
the next word

She leaves money for bread and helps with the next word. Neither act is shown to buy her
father passage.
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CITY GUIDE 55 · THE WELL

Different scales of wanting
One possible grouping of wishes that the story leaves unattributed.
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Scope Examples What the wish keeps open

Ordinary bodily life Knee, money, dog and a small
yard

Relief without a general theory

Another occasion A voiced Sunday; the first film
evening again

Repetition, not necessarily
restoration

Control over an encounter A new question; breath where
it belonged

Who may decide how
something happens

A refusal to follow Staying for the hill instead of
climbing it

A place beside others' different
desires

These are reading categories, not identities or a ranking of which desires deserve fulfillment. 163
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CITY GUIDE 55 · THE WELL

Echoes without named wishers
Current stories supply recognizable phrases, not certified speakers.
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A · Unattributed wishes

The Well gathers desires without assigning names.

B · 43 - Four Minutes

An earlier evening still containing the boat.

C · 49 - The Standard Vows

Saturday's extended form.

D · 54 - The Last Word

A breath between the accepted words.

E · 53 - Service Improvement

The hour with open doors at three.

A > B: echo of the film / A > C: echo of the ceremony / A > D: echo of the recording / A > E: echo of the hour

Shared details invite recognition. They do not prove that the wisher is the earlier story's
protagonist.
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CITY GUIDE 55 · THE WELL

What leaves the well as a record
The quarter-end procedure sorts material without recording the wishes.
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Material or content Treatment Recorded result

Coins Counted at quarter end Returned to the general
account

Paper from the water Dried to check whether it is
money; then discarded

No preserved wish is described

Wishes Never requested by the
procedure

Not recorded

Coins enter the general account; that does not mean the wishes were submitted or answered. 165
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CITY GUIDE 56 · THE NAMING

Names tried, revised and refused
Examples follow this voice's attempts, not confirmed biographies.
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Person as approached Names or designations
tried

Where this passage leaves
it

Boy before the eighth candle Emin / Tomas / Aron Leave him before that candle

Mother in the third bed Nadia / Roza / the third bed /
Halide

The unspent word remains with
the boy

Woman with the ledger Dora / Sabine / Dora Finger beside the signature
line

Man carrying a chair Marek / Selim / nothing Let him say goodnight through
doors

The arrows implicit in each row are revisions in the naming voice; they do not rename the
people in the other stories.
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CITY GUIDE 56 · THE NAMING

One name cannot settle a position
Already named people and uncertain identities resist tidy filing.
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What the naming voice has What it cannot conclude

Rauf and Lida Names already present Naming does not replace the hurt body

Suna One name for taking and returning the
carrier

It cannot place her on only one moral
side

The widow Possible echoes of two other women Three women or one; neither file nor
voice has a field

R-73 A designation answered to five times The response to a ticket is not a settled
personal name

The sides of the page can be read as a moral division, not different Sunas. The widow's
three-or-one possibility remains open.
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CITY GUIDE 56 · THE NAMING

Different reasons to stop naming
Refusal, privacy and failure are not the same limit.
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A · An unfinished naming page

There are more people than when the naming started, but the page has not
grown longer.

B · Secretary

The voice declines to expose her joke.

C · Two people left unnamed

They have had enough of being written
down.

D · Ferit

The easy name is struck out and the strike
left legible.

E · Cat

Four attempts; the voice finds nothing to
attach to.

A > B: withholds / A > C: leaves unnamed / A > D: records its own refusal / A > E: cannot complete

These are limits performed on this page, not a guaranteed immunity from every record or cost. 168
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CITY GUIDE 57 · ROOM-TONE

An interest without an attachment
Acquisition and recording attempts fail in different ways.
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Attempt or expected handle What the story supplies

Identity and
license

Birth entry, license, continuation plan None found

Recurring
entitlement

Renewal date or rationed sample None found

Inventory Men itemize the market Leave with the list they brought

Phone
recording

Surroundings preserved in playback Her voice is room-tone

The cat can still be made vulnerable through her listeners; these failures do not place everyone
beyond reach.
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CITY GUIDE 57 · ROOM-TONE

Pressure reaches the listeners
A narrated sequence from fines to a different audience.
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01 Listening fined

Unlicensed speech is the stated category.

02 Stalls turn away

For a month the listeners face their fish.

03 Visible ribs

The cat's body becomes thinner.

04 Children listen

This listening cannot be fined.

05 A girl learns

The cat asks her to learn unpaid remembering.

1 > 2: listeners withdraw / 2 > 3: bodily cost appears / 3 > 4: another audience / 4 > 5: a saying entrusted

Children cannot be fined for listening to her. The exemption says nothing about every other
charge.
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CITY GUIDE 57 · ROOM-TONE

A voice carried without playback
Human repetition carries what phones do not recover.
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A · The cat's spoken memory

Her phone-recorded voice is absent.

B · Ice-man's widow

Receives a nine-winter-old sentence and its
tone.

C · Market

Memorizes and repeats the sayings.

D · Errand boys

Carry the sayings onward.

E · Girl on the stairs

Says them to the water, one a day.

F · Departure record

Cameras file her leaving as weather.

A > B: returns remembered speech / A > C: remembered by mouth / C > D: sayings travel / A > E: asks her to learn / A >
F: filed in another category

The price the cat paid for words is withheld. Her departure does not certify the identity of
another hill cat.
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CITY GUIDE 58 · NOT GIVEN

Different measures are not interchangeable
Counts and estimates name different aspects of the same walk.
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Measure Value and source Limit

Walking time 11 minutes for her; 9 from the
device

Her unreported time differs
from its estimate

Physical risers 194 by device and her counter Her legs cannot find the 16 it
calls false

Street's count 112; the ones that take a
breath

A different basis from riser
counting

Last stop to gate 2,311 paces; device converts
to about 1,540 meters

The conversion allows for her
shorter pace

The device's false-riser claim is not confirmed by her legs. Minutes, risers, breath-counts and
paces are different units.
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CITY GUIDE 58 · NOT GIVEN

A current route through a closed chain
Contradictory instructions become a practical crossing.
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A · The chained road

On Saturday she crosses while the disagreement remains.

B · Green route

The phone offers the road.

C · Route withdrawn

Another current notice withdraws it.

D · First guard

Lifts the chain, then helps her climb.

E · Second guard

Puts the chain back.

F · Woman and shopping

Shopping passes underneath; she goes
over.

B > A: offers passage / C > A: withdraws route / D > A: lifts barrier / E > A: replaces barrier / D > F: gives a hand / F > A:
crosses despite barrier

This is a relation map, not a measured street plan or proof that either guard represents the
whole Office.
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CITY GUIDE 58 · NOT GIVEN

Who holds the result
A supplied calculation and three stored figures have different status.
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Accessible to her Held or said elsewhere

Distance She supplies the route and 2,311
paces

Device calls its approximate
conversion a different kind of answer

Written result Counter and notebook agree An inaccessible file has a third,
different figure

Notebook She writes without being asked The device photographs it twice

Purpose She asks whether it wanted the walk It says it wants nothing; neither stops
walking

The unseen figure has no stated value or cause. The device's help does not establish what it
wants.
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CITY GUIDE 59 · THE LIMINAL

Four phases of the stone voice
Relative phases are narrated by the house, not dated history.

188VISITING HOURS · CITY GUIDE · SEPTEMBER 2026

We understood
The first thousand years of the house's telling.

We tired
Wars and lovers return in repeated forms.

We let go
The house stops counting steps and lets the city happen.

We clench
Rain enters the mending; frost opens the wall there. The unseen form is expected to outlast
it.

The thousand years belong to the house's account; no exact dates are supplied for the later
shifts.
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CITY GUIDE 59 · THE LIMINAL

The observer becomes a visitor
One worker's appetite changes his place in the count.
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Official task Bodily participation

Arrival Two Office men come to count visitors One has walked up without water

Food offered The lender says they have work The other takes off his coat

Counting The lender lists his colleague as first
visitor

The colleague puts the coat back on

At the
threshold

The lender waits with the book The other eats; the house supports his
back

The lender says the entry is only for the total. The scene does not establish a fee or later
penalty.
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CITY GUIDE 59 · THE LIMINAL

What keeping can mean here
Objects and bodies receive different forms of holding.
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A · The speaking house

Its acts of keeping do not amount to one settled identity.

B · Spoon on a sill

A woman leaves it; no one has asked about
it.

C · Visitor's shoe

Biscuit takes it; the unnamed man returns it
to the door.

D · Visitors' book

The page is held without editing; ink
reaches one age.

E · Worker's back

The house supports him while he eats at
the threshold.

A > B: keeps / C > A: returned within its shelter / A > D: holds unedited page / A > E: physical support

Biscuit is named; the man is not. The spoon's owner and the house's nature remain unresolved. 177
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CITY GUIDE FINAL · VISITING HOURS

Ascent beyond the last stop
Narrative route only; distances and spacing are not to scale.
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01 Last stop

She carries a return half-ticket, water and an unspoken reason.

02 Rusted gate

The steps continue through older stone.

03 Wax in a niche

The wick is warm; she has met no one descending.

04 Treeline

The phone loses the city and is put away.

05 Thinning sound

Deliveries, traffic, harbor and channel recede.

06 Upper gate

The low white wall is mended; the gate stands open.

1 > 2: ascent / 2 > 3: along the steps / 3 > 4: ascent / 4 > 5: sounds recede / 5 > 6: reaches the top

Loss of connection is shown during this climb; it is not a diagram of all the hill's laws. 178
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CITY GUIDE FINAL · VISITING HOURS

Thanks before water, shelter without a verdict
Encounters place incompatible times beside concrete acts.
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Encounter What happens What remains open

Visitor's thanks Thanks her for water next
summer or the one after

Her bottle is still unopened
then

Two men at the wall Each stands between his wars One war has not happened yet

Man without faith Sleeps on a prayer mat;
someone covers his feet

Hospitality does not require a
settled belief

Coin in the box She recognizes it and closes
the lid

Its route and identity are not
explained here

Smuggler She holds out her opened
bottle after his halting
explanation

His drinking and future
crossing are not shown

These are encounters in the story, not proof of a resolved time mechanism, a free economy or
an identified coin.
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CITY GUIDE FINAL · VISITING HOURS

An open exit and a return indoors
Evening intention is compared with the actions that follow.
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Possibility or intention Observed evening action

Descent She means to go down before dark She goes back inside

Return
journey

She still has the return half-ticket It remains soft in her pocket

Gate Open all day Nobody has used it downhill

Visitors' book She did not sign on arrival She signs; the ink reaches the age of
the rest

She goes back inside and signs. The duration remains open; the open gate establishes neither
imprisonment nor an irreversible choice.
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CITY GUIDE BETWEEN THE FIGURES

After Stories 51-59 and Visiting Hours
The remainder is not a solution
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An act changes when it returns

Biscuit's taught game endangers a rescue; later a man returns the stolen shoe. Suna takes blood
out of the Pool and brings it back, then holds a donor who asks her to let go. The paid breath
moves in the public announcement. These returns alter the act's pressure rather than simply
complete a pattern.

Toward the open gate

The Well receives practical and impossible wishes without taking testimony. The Naming
encounters people who already have names and people it cannot keep. The cat’s sayings travel by
mouth. One visitor counts a route and comes down; the final visitor goes back inside and signs.
Her duration, their relation and the gate remain open.



CITY GUIDE ATLAS

Two hills, no complete plan
A schematic of stated locations, not a street map or a scale drawing.
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A · A port and two hills

The city supplies routes unevenly.

B · Near hill

Funicular, middle station, dome, last stop.

C · Far hill

The works, cranes, contracted weather.

D · Water, differently named

Office: channel. Elsewhere: sea, or
river-or-sea.

E · Fish market

Weather under the awnings; the talking cat.

F · Above the last stop

Rope rail, open gate, monastery.

A > B: Near hill / A > C: Far hill / A > D: Reference point / A > E: Market / B > F: Route above the last stop

Not all rain is purchased. The route continues above the last stop; its exact distance and a complete city
plan remain withheld.



CITY GUIDE ATLAS

Ways of leaving
Different journeys; no total of all possible departures.
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Journey in the story What follows

Export · 14 The daughter takes the dawn flight. Her mother's license runs only to the
paid month's end.

The Rate · 15 The audited husband crosses by boat. The widow enters the water; she is not
returned.

Not Given · 58 The visitor counts to the open gate. She comes down and gives her count
to the device.

Visiting Hours
· Final

Another ascent with a return ticket. She goes back inside and signs.

Crossing, emigration and walking uphill are different journeys. The final visitor goes back inside and signs;
the duration remains open.



CITY GUIDE ATLAS

Times that recur
Selected schedules and one explicit turn of the year.
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Clock or interval Where it operates Limit

First twelve hours Maternity registration · 3 No charge; the use is
recorded.

Thursday Renewals; queues; the wing's
agreed day

A recurrence, not proof of one
synchronized calendar.

Fourteenth, 03:00-04:00 Stimulus · 20 A person works under
PERSONS PRESENT: none.

03:00-04:00 Planned interruption · 53 04:01 restoration; a 03:41
voice mark.

The year's first morning The Last Word · 54 The new fare is already being
spoken.

The book includes long histories, repeated cycles and a turn of the year. This is not a universal single-year
chronology.



CITY GUIDE ATLAS

The fare and the changing gap
Words of proven retention; not cash and not the number of words recorded for pay.
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Words of proven retention

Previous fare · The Rate

200

The board's earlier requirement.

Household holding · Cheap Words

206

Two adults and one child; no allocation is supplied.

Father's last count · The Last Word

239

One below the old fare; 61 below the new.

Current fare before the turn

240

The widow's husband reaches it after audit.

Fare at the turn

300

An increase of 60 from 240; not a price-conversion formula.

The 61-word gap is calculated from 300 minus 239. Teaching, retaining, auditing and paying a reader
remain distinct.



CITY GUIDE PERSONS, PLACES, SYSTEMS

People within the Office
Names do not make departments agree.
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Meral · care liaison

At the maternity desk she keeps the printer beside the empty tag. In Retention she brings a familiar
book and contests its inclusion in the charges. In Aired Quarterly her call conflicts with the window
notice. During the interruption's aftermath she reads the boxes again. She cannot simply authorize
what care requires.

Stories / figures: 3 (007-009) · 30 (088-090) · 47 (139-141) · 53 (157-159)

Sava · Measures

He records twenty-three where the lift sheet says nineteen, but initially withholds a witness to the
wage deduction. Later he lets the driver photograph the card. At the column his warning is
returned, while an order bearing his own stamp is used against a line he wants kept.

Stories / figures: 17 (049-051) · 40 (118-120) · 50 (148-150)

The clerk at handover

Thirty years at the ledger do not yield a clean exit. An inquiry settles her debts, then makes her the
payer. She transfers that line to a replacement who is not told what happened. The borrowed novel
helps select the successor; the finger beside the signature completes the transfer.

Stories / figures: 24 (070-072)

Idris and the corrector

The young colleague who calls the graves units is named when the corrector asks. Her name is
told to him but not supplied to the reader. Neither is renamed here. They share a flask, speech and
a laugh outside the categories of the tablet.

Stories / figures: 19 (055-057)



CITY GUIDE PERSONS, PLACES, SYSTEMS

Care, refusal, an unfinished affiliation
A few people at the points where help changes hands.
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Cem and Nuri

Cem repairs machines that notices say must stop. Nuri gives him space at the key-cutting bench
and tends an injured pigeon. Cem’s preservation becomes a refusal to let the father decide
whether the working night-light is returned or discarded. Their trade and kindness do not make
them one moral position.

Stories / figures: 27 (079-081)

Esen

At the Second Thursday, the organizer of the exchanged folders tells them her name is Esen. The
mother makes her responsible to a child's lunchtime. Esen holds the closing door with a shoe; the
changed companion later uses the shoe to contest its own victory caption.

Stories / figures: 22 (064-066) · 38 (112-114)

Suna

She wants her mother's name to matter and wants a place on the balcony. Taking the blood out of
the Pool exposes a disagreement over who may dispose of it. Bringing it back does not settle her
affiliation. Her final grip protects a tube while overriding the donor's spoken request.

Stories / figures: 52 (154-156)

Rauf and Lida

Rauf has said ready while Lida remains under the shroud. The microphone credits her with the
all-clear. The rescue injures him and leaves her hurt; the director still manages her exposure and
audibility. Biscuit's later return is identifiable; the man beside him in The Liminal remains unnamed.

Stories / figures: 51 (151-153) · 59 (175-177)



CITY GUIDE PERSONS, PLACES, SYSTEMS

Animals, voices and incomplete identities
Recurring beings, without a solved genealogy.
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The fish-market cat

Her accuracy can humiliate and hurt. Devices preserve surrounding sound while her speech
returns as room-tone. The sayings travel through mouths, especially children's. The market cat
also appears at the column. A gray talking cat is on the hill in the final story; their relation remains
open. What the market cat paid for speech is withheld.

Stories / figures: 50 (148-150) · 57 (169-171) · Final (178-180)

Biscuit

Biscuit takes the scissors during the rescue and delays their return through a game Rauf has
taught him. The final shoe is an invitation to play. Later an unnamed man returns a visitor's shoe
after first keeping his hands behind his back and walking away. Naming the dog supports the
return; naming the man would go beyond that scene.

Stories / figures: 51 (151-153) · 59 (175-177)

The parrot

The secondhand bird speaks through an uncleared personality. The mother keeps it, answers its
ranking silently and hears its account of relays. Other characters try to place its story in a book.
That does not place the bird in either of the famous novels.

Stories / figures: 7 (019-021) · 27 (079-081) · 38 (112-114)

The other animals

Nuri's pigeon interrupts the cutting of keys. Nadir's tortoise remains with his cousin after he takes
the airport bus. The goat doubts the usefulness of the funicular. These lives need not be made into
messengers, omens or another metered service to belong in the city.

Stories / figures: 11 (031-033) · 27 (079-081) · Final (178-180)



CITY GUIDE PERSONS, PLACES, SYSTEMS

Rooms maintained, rooms used
The same accommodation can hold different claims.
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The wing

Three feet of stone make a wrist only a wrist. The standpipe, chapel school, reversed locks and
unpaid doctor support life there. The hardship offer promises access the residents lack.
Registration does not resolve the unlabeled vote: 31 stand by the gate, 37 by the wall; 19
households register.

Stories / figures: 25 (073-075)

The kept room

Airing preserves an absent person’s bed while another person works inside the room. The
keeper’s knees, husband and kitchen sleep are part of what the service record does not show. The
room can offer rest, but the owner’s request to restore it shows how conditional that offer remains.

Stories / figures: 47 (139-141)

The kitchen with applications

A call for someone to sit with a mother becomes a place where people apply to replace current
officials. The daughter can demand work of the clerk who removed her notice. The mother
interrupts that reversal: she still needs to be asked which side.

Stories / figures: 46 (136-138)

The room offered by the altered companion

The altered booklet opens empty rooms and keeps photographs visible. One carrier asks for a key
back; another stays on the landing. It also asks for hours or an address. Its permitted blank does
not answer who will possess those details later.

Stories / figures: 38 (112-114)
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Places beside a passage
Connections supported by the current stories.
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Pontoon, bank and channel

Households teach from the bank; the dead repeat and are audited before crossing. The pontoon
supplies the city's distance reference. The column records changing datums beside the water.
These functions connect the place; the diagram does not give a complete plan of both banks.

Stories / figures: 15 (043-045) · 32 (094-096) · 50 (148-150) · 58 (172-174)

Post-office palace

Export occupies the third floor between parcels and quiet-boxes. A file may travel where a license
cannot. In a quiet-box another man follows the continuation service's menus. The building holds
both a border procedure and a repeated attempt to hear a familiar breath.

Stories / figures: 14 (040-042) · 44 (130-132)

The Tank and the baths

The Tank occupies the drained cistern; its bands track owing and its chosen night becomes a
display. Under the dome, the baths give relief as well as labor performed by another body. Neither
pleasure nor the loss of a phone signal guarantees freedom from other people.

Stories / figures: 11 (031-033) · 33 (097-099)

The last stop and the hill

The funicular stops before the ascent ends. A counted route can be supplied while an official
distance is withheld. The monastery offers food and rest; the priest says state funding reaches it.
Neither the leaflet’s claim nor the open gate settles its independence, its time or why the final
visitor does not descend yet.

Stories / figures: 32 (094-096) · 58 (172-174) · 59 (175-177) · Final (178-180)
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Words and accounts
Keep the units separate.
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Crossing

The fare is words of proven retention, checked against manifests. One taught word per dawn does
not guarantee one retained at audit. The Rate shows lending among eleven people at the bank, an
audited crossing and a later rise to three hundred. The names charge of one hundred has no
explicit unit in that sentence.

Stories / figures: 15 (043-045)

The paid voice

In The Last Word, two recorded words earn money. The money helps the mother, but cannot
simply buy the father's missing retained words. A copy of the first take costs half the fee. A breath
can move while the accepted number remains the same. These are linked economies, not
interchangeable tokens.

Stories / figures: 54 (160-162)

Continuation

A continued voice, a recording, a standard version and a living memory are treated differently.
Export makes that distinction at the border. The receipts record payment rather than the
unrecorded marriage. Warmth and accurate habits can be wanted, refused and wanted again
without proving who inhabits the service.

Stories / figures: 14 (040-042) · 28 (082-084)

Local exemptions

The maternity grace period is free, but recorded. Children cannot be fined for listening to the cat;
that does not abolish charges around birth or school. The later finding records no charge for the
interruption; the hour is marked unavailable for query, yet a schedule holds statements about it.
Scope belongs to each provision.

Stories / figures: 3 (007-009) · 9 (025-027) · 53 (157-159) · 57 (169-171)
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Faith and the altered companion
Effects that can be shown; allegiances that cannot.
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Faith does practical work

Prayer knots return a midwife to her task. A neighbor stays and makes soup for someone who will
not pray. A chapel teacher passes bread to a skeptical child. A remembered blessing returns in a
wedding. The effects are visible without requiring a common faith or a divine verdict.

Stories / figures: 3 (007-009) · 19 (055-057) · 25 (073-075) · 49 (145-147)

The older kitchen

R-73 tells a story inherited from his mother: a meal welcomes people before a list begins sorting
them. Competing versions of the list-maker remain. The young listeners offer bread and seek
names. The resemblance to an Office is troubling; it does not by itself decide whether possible
redress is another capture.

Stories / figures: 48 (142-144)

The sheets circulate

Extra staple holes mark the replacement companion. It appears around the mothers, the wing,
domestic care and the Pool. Its carriers can offer help, claim a victory, demand access or disagree
over a key. The book gives no certified membership roll, headquarters or single leader.

Stories / figures: 22 (064-066) · 25 (073-075) · 38 (112-114) · 46 (136-138) · 52 (154-156)

No promised clean replacement

The changed guide intends to change who gives orders while keeping Thursday renewals, the
retained-word fare and the registers. That stated program belongs to its writers. The drawings
trace what people do around it, not whether a new government will be better or whether the
program will prevail.

Stories / figures: 38 (112-114)
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The record beside the event
A final set of limits, rather than a correction key.
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Authority can fail locally

The clinic and the service controlling the hand disagree. Attendance and Measures dispute their
jurisdictions over a rescue. A warning is refused; a false entry saying the street was warned
returns after Sava strikes it out. Two current notices order opposite things. These failures do not
make the city harmless: people still lose pay, time, access or a chance to be heard.

Stories / figures: 8 (022-024) · 17 (049-051) · 50 (148-150) · 53 (157-159) · 58 (172-174)

Some contradictions are the action

The Secretary is physically present while the minutes use her recorded absence to disqualify her.
An errata copy remains uncorrected beside a signed request for corrections. Rewriting either
scene into consistency would remove what happens in it. The fictional errata never instructs this
guide to change the actual book credit.

Stories / figures: 36 (106-108) · 42 (124-126)

Open quantities and identities

The Wing's collective pronoun does not identify who opens the gate. The doorway and bed remain
different accounts. A woman's living situation is not exhausted by the pronoun in the first-hour
instructions. An echo, name proposal or matching object does not settle all those coordinates.

Stories / figures: 2 (004-006) · 4 (010-012) · 25 (073-075) · 33 (097-099) · 56 (166-168)

After the last figure

The final visitor offers water and later signs. The story has not supplied a new exit law, and the
guide does not supply one. The separate Duration of stay field remains in the book. Its empty
space is not missing data for this companion to fill.

Stories / figures: Final (178-180)



Colophon

This guide was prepared with Codex from the English version of the book. Hulki Okan
Tabak conceived the city, its people and story arcs, directed the AI drafting, and worked

extensively with Claude and Codex on rewriting and editing. The guide offers
interpretations of the stories; it does not replace them.

English is the original language of both book and guide. Their Turkish editions, Ziyaret
Saatleri and Şehir Rehberi, are AI translations prepared and revised under the author's

direction.

Author and other work
https://hulkiokantabak.ai/

Books, guides and recordings
https://hulkiokantabak.github.io/visiting-hours/

https://hulkiokantabak.ai/
https://hulkiokantabak.github.io/visiting-hours/
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